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Compulsory Core Subjects taken by all pupils

GCSE

1. 
English

2.
English Literature

3. 
Mathematics (Additional Mathematics is taken by some pupils)

4. 
A Modern Language (from French, German, Italian, Spanish)

5. 
A Science Subject (from Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Technology)

    
Religious Studies
    
Learning for Life and Work (Level 2 Certificate)

Choose 4 subjects from the options below.

Please put these in order of preference and choose one reserve subject.

Art




I C T

Biology



Italian

Business Studies


Latin

Chemistry



Law

Drama




Music

French




P E

German



Physics

Geography



Spanish

History



Technology & Design

H E

· You may choose to study one, two or three Sciences from either Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Technology. 

· The final decision on a pupil’s choice of a Modern Language will lie with the Modern Language Department and will be based on aptitude and ability.

· The school will review each pupil’s subject choice to ensure that a broad, balanced curriculum will be followed that will keep open as many future pathways as possible.

· Please note that all subjects offered are dependent on availability of staff and demands from pupils. We are constrained by class sizes and will be taking into account evidence of commitment and performance in the school examinations when reviewing pupils’ choices of subjects.

· Whilst the school will try wherever possible to facilitate a pupil’s choice, the final decision with regard to class sizes and subject choices lies with the school.

In making subject choices it is important to consider four important points:

a) A pupil’s GCSE subject choice should reflect a broad and balanced curriculum to ensure future options are kept open.

b) Pupils tend to do best in the subjects which they enjoy and in which they are highly motivated.

c) Interests and aptitudes, for example practical, scientific, artistic, linguistic are important considerations in subject choice.

d) As a basis for some higher education courses or careers certain GCSE subjects are specified. The GCSE profile is an important part of the selection process for university courses and therefore it is vital that pupils choose wisely.

In the next section of this booklet there is valuable advice and guidance from the Careers Department and we would recommend that you take the time to read and consider the information given before final GCSE subject choices are made. 
Year 10 Careers Education

During the Year 10 programme pupils will have the opportunity to examine the implications of their career choice through their study of the World of Work.  Pupils learn about different qualifications that are available.  They investigate the skills and qualities required in the workplace and they analyse employment patterns.  There is also a focus on creativity and innovation.

Making decisions is an important part of Year 10 and in Careers lessons pupils will have the opportunity to evaluate their strengths and weaknesses and assess their personal qualities and academic abilities.  By developing techniques for target setting, pupils will be able to produce a Personal Career Plan that reflects their individual goals.  Activities include group discussions, project work, pupil presentations and internet research.  All pupils participate in an ‘Experience of the Workplace Day’ where they visit a range of employers.
The Careers department makes excellent use of the interactive careers based software on the school network that introduces pupils to the idea of relating academic interests, skills and extra-curricular activities to occupations.  In addition, all pupils are encouraged to make use of the well-resourced Careers Library to assist them with career planning and the move to the next stage of their academic career.

In an increasingly competitive world it is vital that pupils are prepared for the responsibilities, experiences and opportunities of the working world.

How do I choose my GCSE subjects?

What are GCSEs?

· GCSEs are important qualifications for further and higher education, for careers and employment.  
· Sometimes subjects are specified as a general entry requirement (for example, English and Mathematics at grade C or better for entry to University).  
· Sometimes you must have a pass in the range A* to C in a subject before you can study it at Advanced level - if you know already what you want to study in the Sixth Form you should check that you are choosing the right GCSE subjects.
Choosing GCSE subjects for Years 11 and 12

There are subjects that you must study which are designed to provide a balanced curriculum and there are also some subject choices that you can make for yourself.

Victoria College will require you to study some compulsory subjects in Years 11 and 12:
· English

· Mathematics

· At least one Science

· At least one Modern Language

· Religious Studies
· Learning for Life and Work 
In many subjects that have been part of the curriculum in Year 10, you will find that the skills and topics involved are more extensive or different from what you have been used to.  It is important to find out what is required. All subjects are equally demanding both of time and ability; there is no such thing as an ‘easy’ option.
Making choices
· Make sure that you have accurate and up-to-date information

· Talk to those who can give you good reliable advice e.g. careers teacher

· Discuss the options with your parents and teachers

· Take time to visit the Careers Library

· You will find good sources of occupational information in Pathfinder and also on the Internet. 
· Subject teachers can also give subject specific advice. 
· Your form teacher who knows you well will be able to discuss your strengths and aptitudes with you.
Reasons for keeping an open mind

· There are always many more career choices around than will have occurred to you at this stage of your life.  You could be ignoring exciting possibilities which you have not even heard of yet!

· You will develop and change as a person between the ages of 14 and 18.  You will learn new skills and discover new qualities within yourself.  These will make other career options available to you.

The courses you will be taking over the next two years should be enjoyable, but the examinations are not just there for the fun of sitting them.  They measure your performance and prepare the way for the next stage.

Think of GCSE grades as keys which will open some doors.  The difficulty is that you are not yet sure which doors you will want to open.  Therefore you don’t know which keys to choose.  Obviously the bigger the bunch, the more doors you will be able to open.

Factors influencing subject choice
· Choose subjects that will give you a balanced curriculum.  Your subject choice should leave your future plans flexible and, for example, if you have chosen a combination of subjects that is too heavy on the science and technology side then you may find that your options are restricted further on in your academic career.
· Choose subjects that you need e.g. Art for Architecture, all Art degree courses and Art and Design Foundation diplomas.
· Choose subjects that you like and are good at.  Evidence will come from recent tests and assessments.  Always keep in mind your preferred course or career when you leave school.
· Interests and aptitudes - even if you don't know at this stage what your final career choices will be, you may have an idea of the broad area which interests you e.g. active, social, practical, scientific or artistic.  Some subjects will be more relevant to each area.
One, two or three Sciences?

You live in a technological world and without some scientific knowledge you will not be well enough equipped to understand it.  So in Victoria College it is compulsory for each student to study at least one of the sciences from Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Technology at GCSE level.  There is the option to select two further sciences from the option block.

There are three questions you might like to answer before choosing to take two or three Sciences at GCSE.

1. Are you fairly sure that you want to opt to study sciences at A level? 

Some people will have already decided to try to follow a particular science-based career e.g. medicine.

2. Are you a good scientist? 

Do you usually get good science results in tests and in exams showing that you may have a special talent for science?

3. Will you be happy that you have not been able to carry on studying subjects that you enjoy to GCSE level? 

Do not choose all three Sciences if it means that you cannot carry on studying a subject which you really enjoy.

If the answer to each of the three questions above is 'yes', then that would be a good basis on which you might choose two or three Sciences.
Two or three separate Sciences is a must for anyone who wants to enter scientific or engineering careers at anything but the most basic level.  Exact details about GCSE and AS/A2 level subject requirements can be found by consulting ucas.com/coursefinder.  Remember that if all three sciences are studied separately, a significant percentage of your timetable will be taken up, and this may upset your curriculum balance.  However, if you have a career in mind such as veterinary medicine, dentistry, medicine or pharmacy, then this is the option for you.

However, during Year 10 some pupils realise that their strengths do not lie in the scientific area and their potential career paths will not require the study of two or three science subjects.  In this case the pupil would be advised to study one science from Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Technology at GCSE level.  The option to continue this subject to A-level during Sixth Form would still be there, although it is important to point out that the biochemistry area of the A-level Biology course would be more challenging for those students who have not studied GCSE Chemistry.
GCSE Additional Mathematics

	Content

	The GCSE Additional Mathematics course covers:

· Pure Mathematics

· Mechanics

· Statistics

GCSE Additional Mathematics is aimed at the more able mathematicians and it will be offered to those pupils who perform well in their Year 10 examinations.  

GCSE Additional Mathematics is taken as well as GCSE Mathematics.



	Coursework

	None



	Assessment

	Two written papers:

· Paper 1 – Pure Mathematics – 50%

· Paper 2 – Mechanics (25%) and Statistics (25%) – 50%

50%

50%

	Transferable skills

	Application of number

Problem solving

Logical thinking

Use of ICT 

Communication



	Career Link

	Additional Mathematics provides a sound basis for progression on to A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics.

A qualification in Mathematics would be essential for some jobs such as actuarial work, economic and statistical work, science research and development and to teach Mathematics in a post-primary school.

Mathematics could be useful in a number of other jobs such as accountancy, insurance and pensions, the ICT industry, banking and management services.




GCSE Art

	Content

	During the course pupils will use a broad range of materials, media and processes which may include:

· drawing (pencil, pastels, inks), 

· painting, 

· various forms of printing (lino, screen, mono), 

· photography, 

· ceramics, 

· textiles (embroidery, batik and felting) 

· modelling (wire, paper maché, card, plaster)  

· computer design

· 3D design

Artists, designers and craft people visit the classroom and every opportunity will be taken to involve the pupils in the contemporary world of Art and Design.

To enjoy following this course it helps if you have a lively imagination, good technical skills, a willingness to experiment and a great deal of enthusiasm.



	Continued Assessment

	Unit 1:  Core Portfolio
Choice of a range of work which can result in either 2D or 3D outcomes.  
Unit 2:  ESA Paper



	Assessment

	Coursework – 60%

External Set Assignment – 40%

60 %

40 %

	Transferable skills

	Communication, problem-solving, time-management, technical competence, manipulative skills, inventiveness, initiative and imaginative skills, creative skills, economic considerations.  



	Career Link

	For those pupils who wish to progress to study Art and Design at higher education level it will be essential to study Art at A-level.  For occupations such as Architecture, it will be necessary to produce a portfolio of art work and this can be accomplished as part of the GCSE course.  Besides the obvious art and design occupations, a qualification in Art is useful for computer-aided design, marketing and the media and communications sector.




GCSE Biology

	Content

	The GCSE Biology course covers many different topics grouped into two units:
Unit 1:  Cells, Living Processes and Biodiversity.
Unit 2:  Body Systems, Genetics, Micro-organisms and Health.

Practical work is an integral part of GCSE Biology. Through experimentation students gain the opportunity to enhance their practical skills as well as learn new ideas in a structured yet independent manner.



	Controlled Assessment


	Students may attempt two controlled assessment tasks (CATs) during the course. The CATs have three distinct parts:  Part A – Research (planning). Part B – Data Collection. Part C – Processing, Analysis and Evaluation. Parts A and B are carried out under normal classroom conditions and are not formally assessed. Part C is carried out in class but under examination conditions. This task lasts for 1 hour and is formally assessed.  The marks awarded for Part C comprise 25% of the final GCSE mark.  

	Assessment

	Two written papers worth a total of 75%. One paper must be taken in the summer of Year 12. One paper may be taken in the summer of Year 11 or in the summer of Year 12.  Controlled Assessment worth 25%.

75%

25%

	Transferable skills

	This subject allows the development of:

Communication, application of number, use of information technology, working with others, problem solving, analysis, evaluation and independent learning.



	Career Link

	There are certain degree courses for which it is essential to have an A-level in Biology such as medically-related work which includes medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine and pharmacy.

There are many other areas of work where a qualification in Biology is useful such as nursing, laboratory work, environmental work and many careers in industry.

It is important to check out the exact science requirements for any job you are considering.




GCSE Business Studies

	Content

	This subject develops an understanding of the dynamics of business activity through a study of the following inter-related business areas:

• Setting Up A Business;
• People In Business;
• Production;

• Marketing;

• Finance and Accounting
It cultivates an understanding of ethical, social and cultural issues by developing students’ awareness of the way businesses are managed and use their resources. It will provide an insight into the wider environment in which businesses operate.



	Controlled Assessment

	Internally Assessed

One assignment, internally assessed and externally

moderated.
Percentage assessment weighting - 25% 


	Assessment


	Two written papers – 75%
Controlled Assessment – 25%
75%

25%


	Transferable skills

	Communication, application of number, information technology, working with others, time management and problem solving.



	Career Link

	Studying Business Studies is useful if you are interested in any career in business, whether in finance, marketing or retailing.  There are a wide range of business-related courses after Year 12 and at degree level.  However, although a GCSE in Business Studies provides a sound base for progression to AS and A-level, it is not necessary to have previously studied the subject.


GCSE Chemistry

	Content

	The GCSE Chemistry Course will be offered as a unitised course.
Unit 1 (Foundation/Higher)

· Structures

· Trends

· Chemical Reactions

· Analysis

Unit 2 (Foundation/Higher)

· Further Chemical Reactions
· Organic Chemistry

· Materials

Chemistry is a practical subject and we endeavour to carry out as wide a range of experimental work as possible throughout the GCSE course.

	Controlled Assessment

	 Students may attempt two controlled assessment tasks (CATs) during the course. The CATs have three distinct parts:  Part A – Research (planning). Part B – Data Collection. Part C – Processing, Analysis and Evaluation. Parts A and B are carried out under normal classroom conditions and are not formally assessed. Part C is carried out in class but under examination conditions. This task lasts for 1 hour and is formally assessed.  The marks awarded for Part C comprise 25% of the final GCSE mark.  

	Assessment

	Two written papers worth a total of 75%. One paper must be taken in the summer of Year 12. One paper may be taken in the summer of Year 11 or in the summer of Year 12.  Controlled Assessment worth 25%.
Controlled Assessment – 25%

75%

25%

	Transferable skills

	This subject allows the development of:

Communication, application of number, use of information technology, working with others, problem solving, analysis, evaluation and independent learning.



	Career Link

	There are certain degree courses for which it is essential to have an A-level in Chemistry such as medically-related work which includes medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine and pharmacy.

There are many other areas of work where a qualification in Chemistry is useful such as forensics, laboratory work, environmental work and dietetics.

It is important to check out the exact science requirements for any job you are considering.




GCSE Drama

	Content

	Drama is a practical subject where pupils will be expected to engage in a range of the theatrical activities, ranging from acting, improvisation, dance, drama, mime and devising through to a polished scripted performance.

Pupils will explore two plays in detail, learning to take a script from page to stage, and in the process learning about the effect of set, costume, design and director’s concept; enabling pupils to think critically about the media they encounter every day and gain confidence in all aspects of analysis, presentation and teamwork.

The course consists of two units of continually assessed practical work and one 1.5 hour written paper. 

Research and analysis of the social cultural and historical aspects of theatre is an essential part of the learning as is an evaluation and appraisal of work done.



	Coursework

	Coursework is divided into preparation, performance and final appraisal. Pupils will keep a working notebook to accompany each practical exploration which will culminate in both performance and reflective evaluation of work.



	Assessment

	Practical assignment – 60%

Written paper – 40%

60%

40%

	Transferable skills

	Team building, decision making, presentation, confidence, analysis, and competence with technical aspects including an introduction to digital media as appropriate, discussion skills, leadership.



	Career Link

	Drama as a GCSE subject is not necessary to become an actor or a stage technician, but the skills you will gain as detailed above are what employers are looking for in a wide range of careers.  These include jobs where meeting people face to face is particularly important, for example, teaching, retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing, politics, journalism.



GCSE English and English Literature

	Content


	English Language
Unit 1: Understanding and Producing Non-Fiction texts. (One 2 hour exam) 40% of total.

Unit 2: Controlled Assessment: Speaking and Language. 20% of total.

Unit 3: Controlled Assessment: Understanding and producing creative texts. 20% of total.

English Literature

Unit 1: Modern prose or Drama/Exploring Cultures (one 1.5hr exam). 20% total.

Unit 2: Shakespeare/Prose from the Canon of English Literature. (one 1.25 hr exam)

35% total.

Unit 3: Controlled Assessment Poetry. 45% of total.


	Coursework


	English Language
40% Controlled Assessment (20% spoken, 20% written)

English Literature

45% Controlled Assessment (all written)


	Transferable skills


	Communication skills including: writing for a range of purposes and audiences; reading for pleasure and understanding; working with others; problem solving; setting long and short term goals; researching; drafting, planning and reviewing; the application of logical analysis; the framing of coherent argument; creative and original thinking.


	Career Link


	GCSE English grades at A* to C are essential for entry to most higher education courses to study at degree/diploma level and for most course offered by F.E. colleges.  A qualification in English is useful and desirable in all careers as recognition of skills in verbal and written communication.  Careers in which English students have an advantage include Law, Journalism, Marketing, Public Relations, Broadcasting etc.



GCSE Geography

	Content

	There are two units:
Unit 1:  

Understanding Our Natural World

(This includes rivers and coasts, weather and climate change and earthquakes and volcanic features.)

Unit 2:

Living In Our World

(This includes people and where they live, contrasts in world development and managing our resources.)

	Controlled Assessment

	This is worth 25%.  It is an internally assessed, externally moderated investigative study.  The fieldwork task will be undertaken as a group exercise but each individual has to complete a report of 2000 words.


	Assessment

	There are two external examinations, 1 hour 30 minutes each and each worth 37.5%.  These examinations may be taken in summer, with the option of sitting one examination at the end of Year 11.  There are two tiers of entry, Foundation and Higher. 



	Transferable skills

	Analytical skills, data handling techniques, decision-making processes, presentation techniques, data collection procedures and ICT.


	Career Link

	Geography can be very scientific at one end of the spectrum and very society-based at the other and so it is relevant to many careers.  Architecture, landscape architecture, the travel industry, marketing, cartography, town planning, geology, meteorology, surveying and environmental work are all examples of career areas where geographical skills and knowledge are useful.




GCSE History

	Content

	GCSE History is a stimulating subject which cultivates knowledge and understanding by exploring the significance of historical events, people, changes and issues. This is completed through an in-depth study of selected periods and aspects of history.  We also examine how the past has been represented through a variety of different interpretations. Our in-depth and outline studies are:-

Outline Study: Medicine through Time including surgery, public health, nursing, germ theory      

In Depth Study - Nazi Germany 1919 - 1945 including the rise and fall of Hitler and life in Nazi Germany

Students must be prepared to: 
Work more independently – reviewing their work from class, completing their own notes on topics.
Work with evidence/sources – investigating the past by analysing, interpreting, explaining, questioning a range of evidence/sources in their historical context.

Take an active part in their learning – contributing to class discussions, asking questions and taking an interest in what they are learning. 


	Controlled Assessment

	Students will complete a single task based on a taught course covering either “History Around Us” or a “Modern World Study”. This piece of work will then be written up in class over an eight hour period.


	Assessment

	Two written papers :-

Paper 1: Medicine and Germany - 45%

Paper 2: Medicine Through Time. Developments in British Medicine 1200 - 1945 - 30%

Controlled assessment - 25%.
Controlled assessment – 25%

                   45%

                   30%

                   25%

	Transferable skills

	· Communication and organisational skills

· Problem solving and research and planning skills

· Management and leadership skills



	Career Link

	History allows students to develop skills that are transferable and highly valued by employers. It also prepares them for the further study of history at A level, or vocational training.  Many History students go on to have interesting and challenging careers, e.g. in the media, politics, law, architecture, journalism or information work, writing or editorial work, teaching, lecturing, business or civil service.
An interest in history may direct you to perhaps a more specialist career as an archaeologist, archivist working in a records office, historical researcher, museum curator or genealogist.




GCSE Home Economics

	Content

	Food and Nutrition

This programme of study prepares candidates for living in a changing society. The main emphasis is on management of resources and informed decision making. By the development of knowledge and understanding of all aspects of food, nutrition and technology,  the pupils gain understanding of individual needs and are encouraged to deploy appropriate strategies accordingly. 

The following areas of study are covered in the specification:

· Nutrition and health

· Meal planning

· Food commodities
· Food preparation and cooking
· Deterioration, safety and preservation of food

· Marketing, advertising and consumer education



	Coursework

	Candidates have the opportunity to select a food study task and to explore the identified issues through practical and investigative procedures. This task contributes to 30% of the overall mark. Throughout the period of study the candidates submit three short tasks and these contribute to a further 30% of the total GCSE marks. 


	Assessment

	Written examination – 40%

Coursework – 60%

40%

60%

	Transferable skills

	Organisational skill, management of resources, analysing viewpoints, planning, working with others, communication, information technology, problem solving, evaluation.



	Career Link

	Home Economics as a GCSE subject is very useful if you are interested in pursuing a career in childcare, catering, dietetics and nutrition, or other service industries. A qualification in Home Economics would also be an excellent foundation from which to study food science and technology courses. The research skills developed through the coursework are also valued by many employers.




GCSE Information and Communication Technology
	Content
	The GCSE ICT course covers:

· analysing, developing, testing and evaluating ICT systems to carry out a range of tasks and solve problems

· applying your knowledge, skills and understanding of  ICT systems in everyday life

· understanding social, legal, ethical and other issues raised by the use of ICT.

During a typical five period cycle, two hours will be spent on theory and three hours on practical work with the school’s computer systems.



	Coursework
	The coursework consists of a set of three controlled assessments in Year 11 and two controlled assessments in Year 12. The controlled assessments involve the use of Database, Spreadsheet, Presentation, Website Design and Game-making software.  
Pupils are required to complete all six assignments.  



	Assessment
	One written paper – 40%

Five set assignments – 60%                                      



	Transferable skills
	Communication, time-management, application of number, use of applications packages, problem solving



	Career Link
	It is not necessary to have a GCSE pass in ICT to work in computing, but it will provide a useful basis if you decide to continue studying the subject to AS/A level.  However, ICT is likely to be appreciated by all sorts of employers whose businesses are dependent on computer systems.




GCSE Latin

	Content

	The GCSE in Latin enables pupils to

· develop competence in Latin language (vocabulary, endings and structures)

· develop skills in reading Latin by focusing upon a selection of Latin literature

· read and respond to literature in Latin and study its context 

· acquire understanding of selected topics in Roman Life.

We follow the OCR GCSE in Latin (J281)
The four written examinations comprise:

· Unit A401H Paper 1: Latin Language (25%) – 1 translation of a Latin narrative passage and 1 comprehension (1 hour)

· Unit A402H Paper 2: Latin Language (25%) – 1 translation of a Latin narrative passage and 1 comprehension (1 hour)

· Unit A403H Paper 3: Latin Prose Literature (25%) – selections from Roman historians in the OCR Latin Anthology (1 hour)

· Unit A404H Paper 4: Latin Verse Literature (25%) – extracts from works of Roman poets in the OCR Latin Anthology (1 hour)


	Coursework

	There is no coursework in this prescription. 

	Assessment

	Each paper lasts one hour and is worth 25%.

	Transferable skills

	· communication: linguistic precision and comprehension in English and other languages

· problem-solving; working with others; logical, analytical and critical skills; skills in retrieving and evaluating information; ICT skills in retrieving and manipulating information electronically.


	Career Link

	A qualification in Latin will provide you with lots of marketable skills as detailed above that will be valuable for a variety of jobs.  Careers in which these skills are particularly useful include law, administration, journalism, Civil Service (fast stream), museum work and ICT.



GCSE Law

	Content

	GCSE Law gives students an understanding of the role of law in 
today’s society.  In addition to helping students to acquire subject knowledge, studying law helps to develop skills of selection, analysis, critical thinking and decision-making and an awareness of the rights of individuals.  
Topics studied will be:

· The Legal System:  
The Court Service and the legal profession such as the role of Solicitors, Barristers, Police powers, Judges and Sentencing.  
· Law in Action:  
Criminal Law, Family Law and the Tort Law of negligence. 


	Coursework

	 There is no coursework in GCSE Law.

	Assessment

	Two written papers:

Paper One - 50%

Paper Two - 50%

50%

50%

	Transferable skills

	· Research skills
· Critical thinking

· Presentation skills
· Analysing and problem-solving

· Leadership skills



	Career Link

	Knowledge of Law and the research skills obtained in studying the subject are transferable to many careers outside the legal profession itself.  Examples include business, police, journalism and the Civil and Diplomatic Services.



GCSE Mathematics

	Content

	The GCSE Mathematics course covers:

· Number and Algebra
· Geometry and Measures

· Statistics and Probability
· Using and Applying Mathematics

In GCSE Mathematics there are two tiers of entry available:

· Higher (grades D – A*)

· Foundation (grades G – C)

Pupils will be entered at either 

Higher tier [unit test T4 or T3 and completion test T6] or Foundation tier [unit test T2 or T1 and completion test T5] depending on their previous performance in Mathematics.


	Coursework

	There is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics.


	Assessment

	· One unit test – 45%
· One Completion test – 55%
The unit test is a calculator paper. The completion test is made up of an non-calculator paper and a calculator paper. 



	Transferable skills

	Application of number

Problem solving

Logical thinking

Use of ICT 

Communication



	Career Link

	Mathematics at grades A* - C is essential for entry to most higher education courses to study a degree or diploma and for entry to some courses at Further Education colleges.

It is also likely to be asked for if you want to work in financial services, such as insurance or banking, in administration, or in the ICT industry.




GCSE Modern Languages

	Content

	The GCSE in French, German, Italian and Spanish encourages candidates to:

· develop an understanding of the spoken and written forms of a modern language in a range of contexts

· develop the ability to communicate effectively, through both the spoken and written word, in the target language, using a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical structures

· acquire knowledge and understanding of the target language country

· develop positive attitudes towards language learning



	Controlled Assessment

	Students complete two pieces of writing, known as Controlled Assessment tasks.  These are completed in class time and marked by AQA examiners.  Students have access to dictionaries while writing up their final version under supervision.
Students also complete two speaking Controlled Assessments which are conducted and marked by their own teacher.  These assessments are prepared in class, with support from the language assistant.



	Assessment

	Candidates may be entered for either Foundation or Higher Tier in each skill. Listening 20%, Reading 20%, Writing 30% and Speaking 30%.

Listening 20%

Reading 20%

Writing 30%

Speaking 30%

	Transferable skills

	Communication, application of number, use of information technology, working with other, problem solving and improving learning and performance.



	Career Link

	Languages are particularly useful in travel and tourism, hospitality, some departments of the Civil Service, teaching, journalism, librarianship and the arts as well as in industry and in commerce.  Languages are particularly helpful in getting jobs overseas or with multinational companies.




GCSE Music

	Content

	The GCSE Music course covers:

· Composition – Two compositions must be completed during the course, ONE of which must relate to ONE of the Areas of Study. Students must also submit a composition log.
· Performing – Two performances will be given, one solo performance and one an ensemble of at least THREE performers. There will also be a viva.

· Listening and Appraising – One aural paper relating to both the core study, and the optional areas of study.  
During the five period cycle, two hours will be given to composition and three hours of analysing the set works and appreciation of musical style.



	Coursework

	Coursework consists of TWO compositions involving the use of computers, the notation package ‘Sibelius’, word processing and keyboards.

Pupils are required to link one or both compositions to an Area of Study.



	Assessment

	One written paper – 35%

Two compositions (3-6 minutes duration) – 30%

Two performances (one solo, one ensemble) – 35%



	Transferable skills

	Communication, critical and creative thinking, aesthetic sensitivity and emotional and cultural development.



	Career Link

	A GCSE at grade A* - C in music can provide the basis for studying music at AS and A level, which you will need if you intend to go on to study music at university.  Apart from performing, there are many other careers where your knowledge of music will be useful – such as arts administration, music librarianship, sound recording, broadcasting, journalism and music publishing.




GCSE Physical Education

	Content

	GCSE Physical Education full course (4892).
Theoretical Studies

Knowledge and understanding for the active participant.
Practical Studies
The active participant. 

Controlled Assessment – 60%



	Coursework

	Four Assessments will be carried out from at least two groups/ways of thinking: at least 2 as player/participant.  
Pupils must participate in extra-curricular sport for school or a club in their chosen activities.  It is essential pupils practise/perform regularly in addition to school provision.  A maximum of two sports may be taken as an ‘assessment-only’ package i.e. two activities not taken in school e.g equestrian events, ski-ing, golf etc.  

Accurate DVD evidence must be prepared by the pupil and submitted for marking 3 months before the final examination which is in May.  

	Assessment

	Written Paper – 1 hour and 30 minutes.  80 marks – 40%.  Plus Controlled Assessment. scenario issued to centres in advance of the examination.

40%

60%

	Transferable skills

	Communication, application of number, observation and analysis, problem solving and leadership skills.


	Career Link

	PE at GCSE level, alongside other subjects such as Mathematics, English and Science, can be useful for entry to further and higher education courses in sport and fitness, or if you wish to go straight into employment in the sport and leisure industry.



GCSE Physics

	Content

	The GCSE Physics course covers:

· Energy

· Forces

· Waves, Sound and Light

· Electricity and Magnetism

· Radioactivity

· The Earth and Universe
Practical work is an integral part of GCSE Physics. Through experimentation students gain the opportunity to enhance their practical skills as well as learn new ideas in a structured yet independent manner.



	Controlled Assessment


	Students may attempt two controlled assessment tasks (CATs) during the course. The CATs have three distinct parts:  Part A – Research (planning). Part B – Data Collection. Part C – Processing, Analysis and Evaluation. Parts A and B are carried out under normal classroom conditions and are not formally assessed. Part C is carried out in class but under examination conditions. This task lasts for 1 hour and is formally assessed.  The marks awarded for Part C comprise 25% of the final GCSE mark.  

	Assessment

	Two written papers worth a total of 75%. One paper must be taken in the summer of Year 12. One paper may be taken in the summer of Year 11 or in the summer of Year 12. Controlled Assessment worth 25%.

75%

25%

	Transferable skills

	This subject allows the development of:

Communication, application of number, use of information technology, working with others, problem solving, analysis, evaluation and independent learning.



	Career Link

	A qualification in Physics is essential for careers in engineering, medical physics, meteorology, optometry and architecture. If you are considering applying to Queen’s University to study medicine or dentistry GCSE Physics is essential. It is useful for many other careers such as medically-related work which includes veterinary medicine and pharmacy.  There will also be opportunities in the commercial sector as many employers there will value the problem solving and numerical skills developed through the study of Physics.

It is important to check out the exact science requirements for 
any job you are considering.



GCSE Religious Studies

	Content

	Paper 1:  Christianity through a study of Matthew:
· The Identity of Jesus

· Jesus the miracle worker

· The Kingdom of God

· The Death and Resurrection of Jesus

· The Place and Nature of Christian Discipleship.

Paper 2:  An Introduction to Christian Ethics:

· Personal and family issues – sexual relationships, marriage and divorce

· Matters of Life and Death – abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, forgiveness and justice

· Care of the Environment – stewardship, animal rights and conservation

· Equality – social justice, racism, discrimination, attitudes towards other religions and religious diversity

· War and Peace – pacifism and the Just War view.

	Coursework

	None



	Assessment

	Two written papers – 100%. One at the end of Year11 (short course). The second paper at the end of Year 12 (long course).
100%

	Transferable skills

	Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge

Describe, analyse and explain relevance and application

Establishing reasoned arguments using evidence

Expressing and evaluating personal responses 

Appreciating differing viewpoints

Develop understanding of spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues



	Career Link

	Religious Studies provides a good background for any career where understanding about people is an asset, including social work, teaching, youth work, journalism, the police, broadcasting, the medical and caring professions and human resource management.  It is obviously relevant if you are thinking of progressing into any kind of religious training.




GCSE Technology and Design

	Content
	The GCSE Technology & Design course gives pupils the opportunity to:

· Actively engage in the processes of design and technology to develop as effective independent learners;

· Make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with knowledge and understanding in order to design and make quality products and/or systems;

· Explore ways in which aesthetic, technical, economic, environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to shape designing and making;

· Analyse existing products and develop practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, recognising their impact on quality of life;

· Develop decision-making skills through individual and collaborative working;

· Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products have an impact on lifestyle; and

· Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between existing solutions, technological knowledge and principles of good design.

	Coursework
	Coursework consists of two units.

Controlled assessment 1 – Design Assignment – 20%

Controlled assessment 2 – Design & Make Project – 40%



	Assessment
	Two 1 hour externally assessed written papers. 

Paper 1 – Technology & Design Core – 20%

Paper 2 – Product Design – 20%


	Transferable

Skills
	Problem solving, improving own learning performance, creative expression, communication, application of number, analytical thinking, working with others and time-management



	Career Link
	This course will encourage pupils to be inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It will allow them to gain an insight into related sectors such as manufacturing and engineering. It will also prepare them to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices such as Architecture, Product Design, Engineering and ICT.


South Belfast Area Learning Community
Victoria College is a member of the South Belfast Learning Community (SBALC).  We are continuing to develop our links with other schools in the SBALC and we are exploring ways in which we can collaborate to offer even greater subject choice for our pupils.  At present we are working closely with MCB and RBAI to explore if it might be possible to offer some additional GCSE subjects as twilight courses in the 2011/12 academic year.  The courses currently being considered are:  Applied Art, Astronomy, Contemporary Dance, Manufacturing and Moving Image Arts. Further information on the courses to be offered and the host school for each course will be available to the girls later in the year.

The Wider Curriculum at Key Stage 4

In the college we encourage our pupils to be healthy, active, confident young people who are capable of making decisions and taking care of themselves.

There is a co-ordinated Life Skills programme from Years 8 to 12 which all pupils follow covering three key areas: 
Citizenship, Personal Social and Health Education and Employability. 
In Years 11 and 12 as part of this programme girls will be entered for the AQA Level 2 Certificate “Preparation for Working Life” (this is the equivalent to a GCSE). 
The topics covered in this certificate are listed below:

· Personal awareness

· Healthy lifestyles

· Relationships and the differences between people

· Hazard identification at home, on the roads and at work

· The changing world of work

· Applying for jobs

· Economic and financial aspects of life

· Employment opportunities

As an integral part of the curriculum girls will also have timetabled Physical Education/Games periods.

In Year 12 pupils have separate timetabled careers classes with specialist careers staff during which they cover post-16 options, employability and financial responsibility.  All girls will also be interviewed by a Careers Advisor.
In the college there are a wide range of extra curricular activities available, something for everyone, and we actively encourage the girls to become involved as it enhances their personal development and profile.
Where can I obtain further information?
You will probably want to find out some more detailed information about career areas or specific jobs and there are many publications and websites that you will find useful.

Reference books – available for reference only in the Careers Library and the main library

Websites

There are many excellent websites available to offer you all kinds of information to help you choose qualifications and a career.  Some of the websites that we think are most useful are given below:

www.careersserviceni.com – a Northern Ireland based careers website to help you and your parents make informed choices about your future career path by letting you carry out a variety of searches on occupational areas.

www.ucas.com – in addition to providing a comprehensive guide to all the degree-courses and diplomas offered by UK-based universities and colleges, this website also contains the Stamford psychometric test which generates degree course suggestions.

www.ccea.org.uk – for information about qualifications offered at GCSE and A-level through the Northern Ireland based examining board that Victoria College uses for the majority of subject areas.

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize - for help with GCSE subjects and information on study skills.

www.ukcoursefinder.co.uk – although this website focuses on higher education (post-16), there is a useful quiz to help you match your personal profile with suitable courses.

www.qualifax.ie – information about Further and Higher Education, training and career paths in the Republic of Ireland.
www.cao.ie – information about applying to universities and other Higher Education Institutions in the Republic of Ireland.

www.connexions-direct.com/jobs4u/ - a very useful career database with a huge quantity of information about many careers.
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