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The Sixth Form Curriculum

Compulsory Curriculum

Pupils will study 3 or 4 AS subjects which are detailed in this booklet from pages 10 to 32.

Physical Education or Voluntary Services are also part of the compulsory curriculum. 

Year 13 Enrichment Programme

Pupils also follow an enrichment programme. In September pupils will indicate which one they wish to follow. Details will be outlined at the Year 13 Induction Day at the beginning of the term.

Careers Education

Pupils have timetabled classes once a fortnight in Years 13 and 14 and are allocated a careers tutor who will remain with them for the 2 years.

In this module pupils focus on Higher Education and the decisions that they will have to make regarding their future career. Work Experience, the Business Insight Conference, University Presentations, mock interviews, conferences and symposiums are all an integral part of the programme. 

Optional Curriculum

Apart from the compulsory curriculum, there are two formal qualifications available that pupils studying 3 AS levels may undertake to enhance their academic profile, depending on their timetable:

a) Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (C.O.P.E.)

b) Key Skills

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (C.O.P.E.)

The aim of this CEA qualification is to provide a framework for the development, assessment and accreditation of skills achieved through a portfolio.

Benefits:

· 70 UCAS points are awarded

· Key Skills such as communication are developed

· Research skills are developed

· Action planning and evaluating skills are developed

· Opportunities to take part in challenges both inside and outside school

Challenges:

Choose 3 challenges from below:

· Active citizenship

· Work related activities

· Career planning

· Global awareness

· Enrichment activities

· Research and presentation skills

Assessment units:

· Introduction to working with others

· Introduction to improving own learning and performance

· Introduction to problem solving

· Planning and carrying out research

· Communication through discussion

· Planning and giving an oral presentation

It is intended that there will be one hour per fortnight timetabled for tutorial sessions.

Key Skills

Key Skills are areas that have been identified by employers as important transferable and employable skills. There are six key skills:

1. Application of Number

2. Communication

3. Information Technology

4. Working with others

5. Improving own Learning and Performance

6. Problem Solving

Application of Number, Communication and Information Technology can be assessed by two methods:

a) A portfolio of evidence demonstrating a pupil’s competency in the Key Skills

b) A 90 minute test

Pupils who are following 3AS levels may study for one of the Key Skills which is worth 20 UCAS points if Level 3 is achieved. Other students will be encouraged to take a Key Skill examination if their timetable permits.

Those pupils who are studying AS English, ICT and Mathematics may gain the qualification by proxy (i.e. they do not have to do the examination only the portfolio work).

Collaboration

We are currently looking at the possibility of offering some additional subjects after school in collaboration with MCB and/or RBAI.  These subjects may include History of Art and Moving Image.
Further information will be available later in the year.
Commonly Asked Questions and Answers

Q 1.  How many points do I need to get back into Year 13?

For September 2010 you will need to have achieved a minimum 16 points from at least 

7 GCSEs which must include English and Mathematics. GCSE short course Religious Education is included in the 16 points with it accounting for half points. Full details of the Criteria for Internal Transfer into Year 13 for September 2010 are found on pages 33 – 34.
Q 2.  How should I choose my AS/A2 subjects?

You will have discussed this in detail in careers classes and there are clear guidelines and information in this booklet. However, you should always keep in mind that pupils tend to achieve highly in those subjects that they enjoy, although many university courses such as Medicine require specific subjects at AS/A2 level, so you must do your research carefully. Always ask for advice.

Q 3.  What new subjects can I take up at AS level?

Business Studies, Classical Civilisation, Drama and Theatre Studies, Health and Social Care, History of Art and Government and Politics.

Q 4.  What GCSE grades do I need to take a subject at AS level?

It is necessary to have achieved at least a grade B at GCSE in the subject you are planning to take at AS level.  For subjects that do not have a directly related GCSE we would look to another subject that had similar skills, for example:

Business Studies



-
Mathematics

Classical Civilisation



-
History/English

Drama and Theatre Studies


-
English

Government and Politics


-
English

History of Art and Design


-
English

Health and Social Care


-
Science

However, in some subjects it is recommended that a grade A in GCSE is a necessary foundation for study at AS level.  The final decision will be taken by the Head of Subject in consultation with parents.  

Q 5.  How many AS subjects will I take?

3 or 4 AS levels. Feedback from universities suggests 4 AS levels in Year 13 are desirable as it allows pupils to study a broader range of subjects. However it is only essential for the most competitive universities and courses. In March, for timetabling purposes, we ask all pupils to indicate their choice of 4 AS subjects. When the GCSE results are published we look closely at the points score and those pupils with less than 23 points will do 3 AS levels. Experience has shown that pupils in this category achieve more highly when they study 3AS subjects.

Q 6.  Should I chose a contrasting subject in my AS choices?

This is most applicable to those who are planning to study the Sciences and Mathematics. Cambridge University looks favourably on a contrasting subject as it indicates breadth of ability. Many Medical Schools will give preference to those applicants who offer an arts subject as one of their A or AS levels so this factor should be taken into account.

Q 7.  What happens if the subject I want to do at AS is oversubscribed?

Subjects with practical classes will be a maximum of 18 pupils and all other classes a maximum of 20 pupils.

The following criteria are used if a subject is oversubscribed:

The pupil must have taken the subject at GCSE level (if applicable)

Selection will be based on GCSE results in the subject i.e. A*, then A or B, or where relevant the allied subject.

In the event of having to choose between grade A or grade B’s, the breakdown of the GCSE marks will be taken into account.

Priority will be given to those girls who have already indicated an interest in the subject. Pupils changing their minds in August will be placed on a waiting list.

Q 8.  Apart from AS subjects, what else will be on my timetable in Year 13?

All pupils follow a modular enrichment programme along with Physical Education or Voluntary Services. Those pupils who are studying 3 AS subjects will also take one of the Key Skills (see page 3 on Key Skills and Q.10)

Q 9.  How is studying at AS/A2 level different from GCSE?

Firstly you are studying far fewer subjects and secondly you have chosen those 3 or 4 subjects. It is very important at Sixth Form level to develop good independent study skills and take responsibility for your own learning. This is part of the preparation for studying at university. Teachers will help you to develop these skills and will give you guidance on how to use your study periods. These periods are not for completing homework but for extending and developing your work at AS level. You will be expected to do extra work in your study periods.

Q 10.  What are Key Skills?

There are three assessable Key Skills: Application of Number, Communication and Information Technology. In Victoria College pupils who are studying 3 AS levels are prepared for one Key Skills examination. If a pupil achieves Level 3 it is worth 20 UCAS points. Pupils taking AS ICT, English and Mathematics can gain the qualification by proxy (i.e. they do not have to do the examination, only the portfolio work).

Q 11.  What other opportunities are there in Sixth Form?

At post-16 there are many opportunities to attend courses, conferences, workshops, or to get involved in community service programmes. It is important that you are proactive and gain as many experiences as interest you. This is part of your personal development and is a crucial element for your UCAS personal statement.

Q 12.  How many A2s can I do?

Most pupils follow 3A2’s, and a very few will continue with 4A2’s, especially if intending to apply for competitive courses in the Republic of Ireland. A few pupils may be advised to undertake 2A2’s if their AS results are not good.

Q 13.  What grades do I need in my AS subjects to carry on with A2?

It is vital that you work hard throughout the AS course as the AS examination represents 50% of the overall A level. There are no set grades for continuation on to A2 but if your performance at AS level is poor, you will have an in-depth interview to discuss your options.

Q 14.  If my AS levels are not what I need can I repeat them?
Yes, we do offer internal AS resits in January to all Year 14 students (up to a maximum of 3 units per pupil, providing they are available from the awarding body at that time of year) as well as internal AS and A2 resits in May/June if applicable.  If pupils wish to resit units, they must complete the appropriate Resit Form available from the Examinations Officer at the beginning of their Year 14 along with the entry fee.

It is vital that pupils do well in AS examinations in Year 13.  Taking resits is difficult and girls should not assume that resits are a viable option.

Q 15.  When can I take resits?

From January 2011, AS resits will be available in school.  In line with other schools, there will be a  charge of £20.00 per unit, payable in advance to the Examination Office.

Q 16.  If during the year I want to drop an AS or A2 subject, can I do so?

Yes, but there would need to be good reasons for this, Mr O’Brien would discuss this with you, your parents and your subject teacher.

Q 17.  Can I change my choice of AS subjects after the GCSE results are published?

In August 2011 there will be an opportunity for you and your parents to meet with a member of the Careers Department to confirm or discuss any change of AS subject choice. You will be sent details of this in June 2011. You may change your subject choice provided that:

a) It fits into the timetabled blocks (details will be sent to you).

b) That there is room in the class and it is not over subscribed.

Career Guidelines for Choosing AS Subjects

It is generally assumed that the most common framework for grammar schools is three or four AS levels in Year 13 with three of these subjects continuing at A2 level in Year 14. Feedback from universities suggests that four AS levels in Year 13 is desirable as it allows pupils to study a broader range of subjects. However, it is only essential for the most competitive universities and courses. Consequently we are giving our pupils the opportunity to take three or four AS levels in next year’s Sixth Form and are advising that the choice should include at least one contrasting subject e.g. Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and French. All Year 12 pupils entering Year 13 will have an interview with a member of the Careers Department on Thursday 25 August to discuss which is the most suitable option considering the pupil’s GCSE results. Although at this stage for timetabling purposes, we ask all pupils to indicate their preferred choice of 4 AS subjects, experience has shown that pupils in the GCSE points range of 16-22 points do best when they take 3 AS subjects. Any pupil with less than 23 points will take 3 subjects at AS level and these subjects must also be available at A2 level. 

Details of interview times for Thursday 25 August will be sent out in June 2011. Further information concerning this and AS subjects required for a range of university courses is outlined below.

It is important to emphasise that the AS level examination taken at the end of Year 13 represents 50% of the overall A level, and that AS examination results must be declared on the UCAS form. Information about which modules have been taken and any re-sits and the individual module grades will form a part of the admissions process.

Universities and colleges are able to indicate in their entry requirements if they have any requirements or preferences in terms of module grade achievement, such as a specified grade achieved in one sitting or at least five grade As in a six-unit A level.  However the vast majority of courses do not require particular grades in specific modules.

General considerations:

· Pupils will need to take four AS levels if they are to be competitive when applying for high demand courses at university. Courses at Oxbridge and other top universities including Trinity College Dublin will normally expect that applicants will have studied four AS levels. Applicants for courses in medicine, veterinary science and dentistry will normally be expected to have studied four AS levels in Year 13.  Applicants for many courses in the Republic of Ireland will need to study four subjects to A level.

· For students considering dentistry as a future career, evidence of manual dexterity is often required. This can be demonstrated if an applicant plays a musical instrument, such as the piano, to a high level, but can also be achieved through AS/A level Art and Design. 

· It should also be noted that many medical schools prefer applicants who offer one arts subject in addition to three Science subjects at AS level.

· Many vocational degree courses require relevant work experience.  This will be indicated in the course entry requirements.

The following information outlines some of the A level course requirements for a range of courses in the local universities. This information is essential for pupils considering application to any of these areas. The information provided is specific to the local universities, where itemised, but the general principles apply to most institutions. Pupils must check university prospectuses for any updates.  If a pupil does not have a particular career in mind, it is important to choose subjects which she will enjoy studying to greater depth and which will keep her options open. The choice should ideally include one contrasting subject e.g. Mathematics, Physics, Technology and Music. Decisions regarding subject choice will be discussed in Careers classes.

As A level subject requirements for degree courses can vary widely between institutions, careful research is vital at this stage to ensure the correct choice of subject at AS level and this is the pupil’s responsibility. Decisions regarding subject choice will be discussed in Careers classes and on the Year 12 Parents’ Evening.

Note: QUB = Queen’s University, Belfast
UU = University of Ulster

Accounting and Economics: Grade B in GCSE Mathematics is required. A level Mathematics is helpful but not essential.

Architecture: Mathematics and Art to A level are desirable but not essential.

Arts/Social Sciences: no specific requirements

B Ed Courses at Stranmillis University College: (Primary and Secondary). At least two of the subjects taken for AS should be from the group listed as main study subjects for the B Ed. At least one but ideally two of these subjects should be taken to A2 level.

These subjects include: Art, ICT, English, Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, RE and Science. Business Studies and Technology apply to the B Ed (Secondary Option) only.

Biological Sciences:  Grade B in Biology at A level.  AS Chemistry desirable.

Business and Management Courses: No specified subjects exist for most universities.

Computing and related courses: Usually ICT at A level is not essential, provided other specified A level subjects are taken. Typically these include Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics or Technology.

Engineering: Usually Mathematics and Physics are required. For some courses another science subject e.g. Technology may be substituted in place of Physics.

Law: No specified subjects exist for most universities. For QUB the offer for 2011 entry is AAA in A levels or AAB plus grade A in AS.

Medicine and Dentistry (QUB): Chemistry and at least one other science will be required to A2 level. Biology will be required to at least AS level grade B. A non-science to at least AS level is recommended but not required. Medicine and Dentistry will require 21 units. 21 units equates to 3 A levels plus 1 AS-level.

When decisions are being made, both GCSE performance in the best 9 subjects and Year 13 performance will be taken into account in determining whether or not a conditional offer is made. A good performance in Year 13 may compensate for a weaker performance at GCSE. QUB medical school has decided to distinguish between GCSE A* and A grades when working out the GCSE threshold for a conditional offer.  A high score in the UKCAT will also be required.
Nursing (QUB and UU): No specified A level subjects although Biology or Chemistry is desirable.

Optometry (UU):  Grades AA in two Sciences.

Occupational Therapy:  One Science (Biology preferred).

Pharmacy (QUB): Chemistry and at least one other science (preferably Biology) will be required at A2 level.  Biology is strongly recommended to at least AS level but is not required.

Physiotherapy (UU): Ideally two subjects at least would be taken from Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry or Physics.

Psychology: No specified subjects exist for most universities.

Radiography (UU): At least one science should be taken to A2 level.

Social Work (QUB and UU): No specified A level subjects. However GCSE performance will be an important criteria. The likely A2 offer will be ABB.

Speech and Language Therapy (UU): At least one of the following must be taken to A level: English, Mathematics, a science subject (includes Geography) or a foreign language.

Sport, Exercise and Leisure (UU): Applicants must study at least one of the following subjects at A level: Biology, Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Physical Education. 

Further information on specific subjects can be found on the Internet or in university prospectuses. A good introductory site with excellent links is www.prospects.ac.uk .  The UCAS website www.ucas.com provides links to all participating universities and colleges in the UK.  Information about universities and institutes of technology in the Republic of Ireland can be found on www.cao.ie  and www.qualifax.ie. 
Art and Design (CCEA)

	Students of A level Art and Design will explore their creative potential to express responses to the world around them. One thing most Art and Design students have in common is a visual appreciation of their environment and they will learn different ways of conveying that vision through different media including decorative arts, sculpture, graphic design, ceramics, textiles and photography.

From a theoretical point of view, students will also consider how art forms have developed over time and how they relate to their literary, social and political contexts.  The course will also provide creative skills valued by many employers.


	AS Units
	Content

AS 1  Coursework Portfolio – An opportunity for you to freely demonstrate and communicate artistic interests, visual curiosity, creativity and personal skills in art, craft and design.  You choose the theme/starting point.  You select the work which reflects your ability and personal achievement in relation to the assessment objectives for this course.  This will include:
· evidence of observations from primary sources;

· work in a range of media; and 

· a final outcome from one area of art, craft or design.

60% of AS 

30% of GCE


	A2 Units
	Content

A2 1
Personal Investigation (coursework) – further opportunity for you to freely demonstrate and communicate your artistic interests, visual curiosity, creativity and personal skills in art, craft and design.  The work you choose to present in an area of art, craft and design should stem from your strengths and personal interests in this subject.  Work should consist of:
· visual investigations; and

· written investigations (including an extended essay).

30% GCE

A2 2

Externally Set Assignment.  Theme/starting point is set by CCEA.  Paper released in February.  Your produce preparatory work; and a final response which is completed within a 12-hour supervised examination period.

20% of GCE



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Although there are some theoretical elements to the course, in essence it is a very practical course. Work is done independently under the guidance of the teacher. There is an element of coursework over the two years but there will also be a timed practical examination in which students are required to complete a piece of work in a given time.


Biology (CCEA)

	Students will learn all about life on the planet – human, plant and animal. The syllabus involves a wide variety, ranging from how plants get their energy to how the human heart works to how biological systems relate to ecology and the environment.



	AS Units

AB11

AB12

AB13
	Content

Module 1:   Molecules and Cells:  Molecules, Enzymes, DNA Technology, Viruses, Cells, Cell Physiology, Continuity of Cells, Tissues and Organs.

Module 2:  Organisms and Biodiversity:  Transport and Exchange Mechanisms, Adaptation of Organisms, and Biodiversity with an emphasis on local contexts.

Coursework Investigation.


	A2 Units

AB21

AB22

AB23
	Content

Module 4:  Physiology and Ecosytems:  Homeostasis, Immunity, Co-ordination and Control in plants and animals, and Ecosystems.

Module 5:  Biochemistry, Genetics and Evolutionary Trends:  Respiration, Photosynthesis, DNA as the Genetic Code, Gene Technology, Genes and Patterns of Inheritance, Mechanism of Change, Kingdom Plantae, and Kingdom Animalia.

Coursework Investigation.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Biology is taught via a combination of theory and practical experiments in the laboratory. Some of this practical work will be assessed by the teacher and will form part of the final grade. The remainder of the grade involves written examinations assessing each of the modules.   




Business Studies (AQA)

At AS level students are introduced to the challenges of starting a business, including financial planning. It then focuses on how established businesses might improve their effectiveness by making decisions at a departmental level. At A2, strategies for larger businesses and how managers might measure the performance of businesses are studied.

	AS Units

BUSS1 +

BUSS2

	Content

Unit 1:   Planning and Financing a Business 

Starting a Business - The challenges and issues of starting a business; enterprise; entrepreneurs. 
Financial Planning - Essential financial concepts needed to start a business including: calculating costs, revenues, profits; using a break-even analysis and cash-flow forecasting. 
Unit 2:   Managing a Business 
Finance - budgets, improving cash flow and profits. 
People in Business - organisational structures, recruitment, training and motivation. Operations Management - operational decisions, quality, customer service, suppliers, technology. 
Marketing and Competition- designing and using an effective marketing mix, market conditions and competitiveness

	A2 Units

BUSS 3 +

BUSS4

	Content

Unit 3:   Strategies for Success 

Functional Objectives and Strategies - examining their appropriateness in the context of corporate objectives. 
Financial Strategies and Accounts - making investment information, measuring performance, financial decisions. 
Marketing Strategies - analysing markets, and selecting successful marketing strategies, developing marketing plans. 

Operations Strategies - operational issues, location, innovation, improving operational efficiency 

Human Resource Strategies - workforce planning, adapting organisational structures, successful employee relations. 

Unit 4:   The Business Environment and Managing Change 

Corporate Aims and Objectives - purpose and nature of corporate strategies, stakeholder perspectives. 

Assessing Change in the Business Environment - the effects of changes in the economic, political, social, ethical and technological environment and responses of organisations. 

Managing Change - planning for change, leadership and corporate culture, making strategic decisions, decision making.

	How is the subject taught and assessed?
	The subject is taught through the study of real life businesses and the issues and challenges affecting them.  Much of the course is addressed through the business press, current TV programmes (e.g. Dragon’s Den, The Apprentice, and Tough at the Top) and the internet as well as recommended textbooks.  The subject is assessed by external examinations.


Chemistry (OCR)

	Chemistry is about understanding the fundamental nature of life from a chemical point of view. Students learn the skills to work in a laboratory, acquire knowledge about the theories of chemistry and test some of those theories in practice.

	AS Units
	Content

Unit F321:  Atoms, Bonds and Groups.

· Atoms and Reactions.

· Electrons, bonding and structure

· The Periodic Table.

Unit F322:  Chains, Energy and Resources.

· Basic concepts and hydrocarbons.

· Alcohols, halogenalkanes and analysis.

· Energy.

· Resources.

Unit F323:  Practical Skills in Chemistry 1.

· Pupils are assessed on one task from each of the following categories: qualitative, quantitative and evaluative tasks. 



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit F324:  Rings, Polymers and Analysis.

· Rings, acids and amines.

· Polymers and synthesis.

· Analysis.

Unit F325:  Equilibrium, Energetics and Elements.

· Rates, equilibrium and pH.

· Energy.

· Transition elements.

Unit F326:  Practical Skills in Chemistry 2.

· As for AS Unit 3.

	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Students learn both the theory and practice of the subject, observing practical demonstrations and carrying out supervised experiments. Units 1, 2, 4 and 5 are assessed by examination.   

Units 3 and 6 are carried out under controlled conditions using tasks provided by the Examination Board.  Each task is internally assessed using the accompanying mark scheme and externally moderated by OCR.




Classical Civilisation (AQA)

	This discipline offers you the chance to study important elements of the classical (Greek and Roman) world from which much of our cultural, political, literary and artistic heritage derives.  The course is flexible enough to reflect your personal interests and strengths, and complements many other popular A levels and Sixth Form programmes of study including Art, Theatre Studies, English Literature, Government and Politics, History, History of Art and Critical Thinking.  At AS level students will be introduced to two significant aspects of the classical world through study of primary sources, including texts in translation and physical evidence.  No knowledge of Latin or Greek is required, and indeed no prior knowledge of the classical world is assumed.



	AS Units
	Content

No requirement for prior certificated learning.

CIVIF:

Topic currently taught is The Life and Times of Cicero (social/political history).

CIVIB:

Topic currently taught is Homer, Odyssey.



	A2 Units


	Content

CIV3C 

Topic currently taught is Greek Tragedy.

CIV4B:  

Topic currently taught is Alexander.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Teaching is done through class work, lectures and discussions with extensive use of Information and Communication Technology.  Students will be expected and trained to undertake personal research using the library and other media.  Extended reading is an essential part of learning in this course.

Students will answer structured source-based questions and write short essays on each topic.  All assessment is by final examination.  There is no coursework. 




Classics: Latin (OCR)

	This course offers the chance to develop existing knowledge of Latin to a high level. Students will have the opportunity to study both language and literature, and both verse (such as love poetry and epic) and prose (such as personal letters and political speeches). The texts we study are fundamental to European culture and highly influential on modern thought. The course complements many other popular A levels and Sixth Form enrichment courses including English Literature, Government and Politics, History, Modern Languages, Theatre Studies and Critical Thinking. It is highly regarded by universities, especially for applicants to English Law, History and Language courses.



	AS Units
	Content

Requirement of attainment of GCSE Latin.

L1 Latin Language:  Entry Code f361.  Cash In HO39.

Unseen Latin prose, tested by translation.

L2 Latin Verse and Prose Literature:  Entry Code f362.

Prescribed verse and prose texts.



	A2 Units
	Content

L3 Latin Verse:  Entry Code f363.  Cash In H439.

Prescribed verse texts.

Unseen Latin verse, tested via comprehension and translation.

L4 Latin Prose:  Entry Code f364

Prescribed prose text.

Unseen Latin prose, tested via comprehension and translation.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Teaching is done through presentation and practice of grammar, modelled and practice translation, lectures and discussions with extensive use of Information and Communication Technology. Students will be expected to undertake translation and research.

Students will be assessed on translation, comprehension, and critical skills, and have the opportunity to express personal responses to texts.  Short essays are required.

All assessment is by final examination.  There is no coursework.




Design and Technology (WJEC)

	Students of this subject learn about the ways products in society are designed, created and marketed. Students also gain a critical understanding of the influences of design and technological processes from a historical perspective as well as in current practice. In particular, the use of Information Technology is also emphasised as a way of enhancing design and technology projects.

	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1 (DT1):  Examination:  Product Design

Designing and Innovation.  Product Analysis, Materials and Components, Industrial and Commercial Practice.

Unit 2 (DT2):  Design and Make Tasks:  Product Design.  

Major Design and Manufacture Project.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 3 (DT3):  Examination:  Product Design.

Designing and Innovation, Product Analysis, Human Responsibility, Public Interaction, Materials and Components, Industrial and Commercial Practice, Processes and Product Systems and Control.

Unit 4 (DT4):  Major project:  Product Design.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	This subject is taught by a mixture of teacher-led, class based activities and ‘hands-on’ practical work. Students study theory, work to design briefs and produce portfolios and projects throughout the two years. Students are expected to take increased responsibility for the identification of appropriate work and the management of their subject.


Drama and Theatre Studies (EDEXCEL)

	In A level Drama and Theatre Studies students will have the opportunity to develop performance skills in many different areas. Students also gain a greater understanding of how theatre is developed from page to stage.



	AS Units 


	Content

Unit 1: 6DR01 40%

Exploration of drama and theatre, workshop study of two plays, culminating in the completion of a set of exploration notes.  Study of Brecht or Stanislavski; watch and evaluate live theatre.  This unit is 100% controlled assessment.

Unit 2: 6DR02 60%

Text in performance - students take part in a production.  They also perform a monologue or duologue.  They are externally assessed on preparation, performance and evaluation of their work.



	A2 Units


	Content

Unit 3: 6DR03 40%

Exploration of Dramatic Performance.  Students devise an original piece of theatre.

Unit 4: 6DR04 60%

Theatre text in context.  Study a play from the perspective of a director.  Study and research the original performance of a play.  This is assessed through a written examination.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	There is classroom learning as part of the course but much of the time is spent doing practical performance work in the drama studio. Assessment is by a combination of written exams, coursework and both internally and externally assessed performances.


English Literature (CCEA)

	A level English Literature involves the study of texts and their meaning in many different contexts: critical, historical, social, and psychological. Through the appreciation of literature, students are asked to think about a whole range of questions about life.



	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:  (3 texts)

The Study of Drama:  One Shakespeare play: ‘As You Like It’ or ‘The Tempest’, and two twentieth century plays.  

Unit 2:  (3 texts)

The Study of Poetry written after 1800 and the Study of Prose 1800 – 1945.

Selected poems of R Frost and E Thomas, or G Duffy and L Lochhead. .  

F Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby”.

	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1:  (3 texts)

The Study of Poetry 1300 – 1800 and Drama.    

Chaucer’s ‘The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale’.

Jonson’s ‘Volpone’ and Sheridan’s ‘School for Scandal’.

Unit 2:  (3 novels from a choice of 4.)

The Study of Prose – theme based.  

Jennifer Johnston’s ‘The Illusionist’.  

Charlotte Bronte’s ‘Jane Eyre’. 

Jean Rhys ‘The Wide Sargasso Sea’,

Alice Walker ‘The Colour Purple’.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	In class, we analyse all of the set texts in detail, developing an understanding of literature of different types and periods. There is a great deal of independent reading involved in the study of literature and expressing one’s own opinions in essay writing. English Literature is assessed using a combination of coursework (in one AS unit) and written examinations.


Geography (CCEA)

	Geography is relevant, stimulating and interesting.  This course will provide you with the opportunity to gain transferable skills such as communication, teamwork, analysing, investigation, IT and map reading.

Students of geography learn about the environment in which we live and the way in which humans interact with and in that environment.  Students become global citizens, as well as critical and reflective learners and are effective users of new technologies.



	AS Units
	Content

AS1 AAG11 – Physical Geography:  This unit comprises of two sections:

Section A concerns Fieldwork Skills and Techniques – identifying issues, collecting evidence in the field, organising, recording and presenting data using ICT, describing, explaining and evaluating results.

Section B concerns Rivers, Ecosystems and Atmosphere.  This includes human interaction in the fluvial and ecosystem environment and extreme weather events.

AS2 AAG12 – Human Geography:  This unit comprises of two sections

Section A concerns Skills and Techniques – analysis of photographs, remotely sensed images and data processing of sampling, statistical analysis, map distributions, densities and flow line maps.

Section B concerns Population, Settlement and Development.  AS Cash In S3912



	A2 Units
	Content

A21 AAG21 – Human Geography and Global Issues:  This unit comprises of two sections:

Section A concerns the Impact of Population Change and Planning for Sustainable Settlements.

Section B concerns Issues in Tourism and the ecotourism debate.

A22 AAG22 – Physical Geography and Decision Making:  This unit comprises of two sections:

Section A concerns River and Coastal Environments and the Dynamic Earth (volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis).

Section B concerns The Decision Making Exercise.  This is where students are asked to take on a particular role for part of the exercise and to examine conflicting values.  They are asked to consider alternative choices and justify recommendations.  A Level Cash In A3912
A Level Cash In 3912



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Students will use thinking skills activities, decision making techniques, note taking and watch DVDs to understand the geographical content.  They will become independent learners who evaluate their own progress and constantly set personal targets using Assessment for Learning.  ICT presentations and active classroom techniques are used to meet the needs of all learners. 


Government and Politics (CCEA)

	Students will acquire knowledge and understanding of the structures of authority and power within the United Kingdom and how these may differ from those of other political systems around the world. Students will also learn about our individual rights within society as a whole and explore different beliefs, attitudes and perceptions in order to make judgments on a wide range of political concepts.



	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:  The Government and Politics of Northern Ireland:   

· The Government of Northern Ireland.

· The Northern Irish political parties.

· The Northern Irish electoral systems.

Unit 2:  The British Political Process:

· The British political process.

· The inter relationships of the Prime Minister, Parliament and the Law.

· How membership of the EU affects UK Parliament and Laws.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1:  Comparative Government:  The United Kingdom and the United States of America:

· Constitution, Supreme Court and the legal rights of US citizens.

· US Congress/UK Parliament.

· President/Prime Minister.

Unit 2:  Political Powers:
· Theories of political power.

· World regimes and how the exercise of their political powers differs from UK.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	The course is teacher driven and text books are provided. Whilst pupils are encouraged to explore a large variety of resources, prior knowledge of politics is not necessary.  Assessment is by written examination only and there is no coursework.


Health and Social Care (OCR)

	This vocational A level provides a broad educational basis for further training and further education in careers such as Nursing, Social Work, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Youth and Community Work, Teaching, working with Disabilities, Early Years, Nursery Nurse, Nursery School Assistant or Care Assistant.

	AS Units
	Content

F910
Promoting Quality Care.  

F911
Communication in Care Settings  

F912
Promoting Good Health



	A2 Units
	Content

F919
Care Practice and Provision

F922
Child Development

F920
Understanding Human Behaviour  

	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	This applied and fulfilling course is assessed through two external examinations and four detailed portfolios over the two year period.  This is a vocational course therefore assessment is based on skills, abilities, knowledge and the ability to apply content to practical situations.

Health and Social Care practitioners need to develop a knowledge base for working with people at every stage of their lives so during the two year course, we visit a variety of Health and Social Care settings and benefit from a range of guest speakers.  

We aim to provide short placements in a nursery setting or a Care Home.




History (CCEA)

	By studying GCE History students will be able to build upon their knowledge and understanding of past events and the impact on those events on our world to-day. This in turn gives a better understanding of the consequences of past actions on civilisations and a greater empathy for people of different cultures to-day. History is much more than reading about past events. This course can help develop and deploy a range of important skills such as collecting and evaluating information, independent thought, weighing up the evidence that you have found and putting a case together to support the conclusions.

	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1: AAH11, option 1,  England 1520-1570 : 

The religious, political and social aspects of life in Tudor times.  

In AS1, you will investigate specific historical questions using sources, information and reaching validated conclusions.

Unit 2: AAH12, option 6, Italy 1914-1943: 

The rise to power of Mussolini, his rule in Fascist Italy, including foreign policy, and his fall from power. 

In the A2 unit, you will study significant individuals, societies, events, developments and issues.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1: AAH21, option 5, Clash of Ideologies 1900-2000: 

Soviet Foreign Policy in Europe in the Twentieth Century.  

In A2 1, you will study change/or development, making links and drawing comparisons across different aspects of the period studied.

Unit 2: AAH22, option 1, England 1570-1603: 

Life and times of Elizabeth I.  

In A2 2 you will investigate specific historical questions through sources, using information and reaching substantiated conclusions.  



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	All units are assessed by written examinations, including the evaluation of evidence and essay writing.

There is no coursework.  In class pupils will be expected to:

· Analyse evidence;

· Take part in group discussion;

· Carry out independent study by reviewing work, writing notes and reading;

· Present topics and their findings to the class.


History of Art (CCEA)

	History of Art is an academic subject which makes a good companion subject to other Arts subjects such as English and History, enhances study of Art and complements Science studies for those who have an interest in the visual world.  It fosters skills of research and critical analysis as well as developing cultural understanding and appreciation.



	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:

French Painting 1750 – 1870, Neoclassicism, Romanticism and Realism. 

European Painting 1880 – 1945, Fauvism (e.g. Matisse), Cubism (e.g. Picasso), Expressionism (e.g. Munch)

Unit 2:

Architecture 1835 – 1918, Arts and Crafts, Art Nouveau e.g. Mackintosh and Gaudi

Three-dimensional craft and design 1850 – 1918 (e.g. Arts and Crafts, Art Nouveau)

AS 2 papers of 1 hour 30 minutes each.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1:  

French Painting 1860 – 1900, Impressionism (.e.g. Monet).  Post-Impressionism (e.g. Van Gogh) Symbolism

Painting 1945 – 70, Abstract Expressionism (e.g. Pollock), Pop (e.g. Warhol), Abstraction and Independents e.g. Francis Bacon.

Unit 2:  

International Architecture 1945 – 70 e.g. Frank Lloyd Wright.

Textiles and Fashion Design 1945 – present e.g. Westwood, Quant, Myake.

Assessment takes form of written essay answers.  A2 2 papers of 2 hours each.

	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	This subject involves looking at images in books, on video, on the internet, and first-hand in museums and galleries. Visits are arranged to places of artistic and historical interest. Students are encouraged to do independent reading and research to support their learning in the classroom. Assessment is by written examinations.




Home Economics (CCEA)

	Home Economics builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed within the subject at GCSE level. The course covers a wide range of issues including nutrition, health and understanding of issues affecting the quality of life. Students are given the opportunity to use information and communication technology to research relevant issues and to present the coursework assignment at A2 level.



	AS Units
	Content
Unit 1:  Nutrition for Optimal Health

Principles of Nutrition – macro and micro-nutrients.  Nutritional requirements and current dietary recommendations across the life span.

Unit 2:  Priority Health Issues

Diet and Health, Mental Health and Sexual Health.  Strategies and campaigns for optimising health are also studied.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1:  Consumer Issues

Consumer information and protection.  Food safety and ethical issues.  Financial management.

Unit 2:  Coursework Assignment

A report on a research-based activity involving relevant aspects of the course.

	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	This subject is mainly classroom-based learning and discussion with some independent research and reading.

Assessment is by a combination of written examinations and the assignment as indicated in A2 Unit 2 above.  




Information and Communication Technology (CCEA)

	Students of A level ICT will not only get a better understanding of how computers work but will also look at how computers and information systems are used to solve organisational problems and how they are used in other areas of life.



	AS Units
	Content

AAW11
Module 1:  Components of ICT.

· Data and Information

· Hardware and Software Components

· Network Communication

· Applications of ICT

· Developing ICT Applications

AAW12

Module 2:  Developing ICT solutions – coursework.

Students will produce two pieces of coursework: one is a multimedia presentation that includes features such as digital videos, flash animation and user interaction. The second piece of coursework is a database which the students create to solve a real world problem. Coursework is worth 50% of the students AS grade.



	A2 Units
	Content

 AAW21
Module 1:  Information Systems.

· Database Systems

· Networked Systems

· Software Development

· The User Interface

· User Support and Training

· Legal and Professional Issues

· Implications of Information Systems.

AAW22
Module 2:  Approaches to Systems Development – coursework. 

Students have to design, create, test and evaluate a database system to solve a real world problem. This is worth 25% of the entire A level grade.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Students work on case studies to generate IT-based solutions for business problems or scenarios. There are two projects (Modules 2 and 4) and the rest of the assessment is by written examinations.




Mathematics (CCEA)

	Mathematics is split into Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics. Pure Mathematics covers the core content for AS and A2 mathematics.  Topics studied include algebra, trigonometry and calculus.  Mechanics is the mathematical study of how objects move and how structures are held together.  Topics studied include motion, forces, Newton’s Laws of motion, linear momentum and moments.  Statistics is the part of mathematics which deals with the collection and interpretation of numerical data.



	AS Units
	Content

Module C1:  AS Core Mathematics 1

Algebra and Functions, Coordinate Geometry, Differentiation

Module C2:  AS Core Mathematics 2

Coordinate Geometry, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, Logarithms, Integration, Numerical Methods

Module M1: – Mechanics 1

Kinematics, Statics, Dynamics

Further Mathematics/A-Level Mathematics in one year.

· A level in Mathematics (modules C1, C2, C3, C4, M1 and M2) completed in Year 13

· A level in Further Mathematics (modules FP1, FP2, FP3, S1, M3 and M4) completed in Year 14

Module M2: Mechanics 2

Module M3: Mechanics 3

Module M4: Mechanics 4

Module FP1: Further Pure Mathematics 1

Module FP2: Further Pure Mathematics 2

Module FP3: Further Pure Mathematics 3


	A2 Units
	Content

Module C3:  A2 Core Mathematics 1

Algebra and Functions, Series, Trigonometry, Exponentials and Logarithms, Calculus, Numerical Methods.

Module C4:  A2 Core Mathematics 2 

Functions, Trigonometry, Differentiation, Integration, Vectors

Module S1:  Statistics 1

Mathematics of Uncertainty, Discrete and Continuous Random Variables and Probability Distributions



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Pure Mathematics and Mechanics are taught separately in Year 13.

Pure Mathematics and Statistics are taught separately in Year 14.

Assessment in each year is by three written papers.  A calculator is not permitted for module C1.

S1 is taught in Year 14 but is assessed at AS level. 

There is no coursework.




Modern Languages (CCEA)

(French, Spanish, German)

	The study of a foreign language not only allows students to communicate effectively, in a wide range of contexts, with people from other countries, it also gives an insight into the culture and history of the countries where the language is spoken.

Whatever university course students choose, knowing a foreign language will be an advantage if students decide to spend a year abroad as part of the Erasmus exchange programme.

Language learning equips students with valuable skills recognised by employers in an increasingly global business and social community.



	AS Units


	Content

Unit 1:   Speaking (conducted and marked by an external examiner) 

· Prepared presentation

· Conversation

Unit 2:   Listening, Reading and Writing

· Listening comprehension              

· Reading comprehension and translation into English

· Responsive writing (one topic-based essay)



	A2 Units


	Content

Unit 1:  Speaking (conducted and marked by external examiner)

· Prepared discussion

· Conversation

Unit 2:   Listening, Reading and Writing

· Listening comprehension

· Reading comprehension and translation into English

· Extended writing (one essay based on a literary text)



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Most lessons are based on written and recorded stimuli which provide a focus for vocabulary development and grammar practice, enabling students to improve their understanding of the language and the quality of expression. The weekly conversation classes (in groups of two or three) are designed to develop oral proficiency. We normally attend language and/or film workshops at QUB once or twice a year.

Assessment consists of homeworks, regular vocabulary/grammar/unit tests, as well as mock examinations in January, for which we follow the format of the CCEA AS and A2 examinations.

School trips and work placements abroad add to the overall learning experience in Modern Languages.


Modern Languages

Italian (EDEXCEL)

	The EDEXCEL Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level (A2) Italian GCE specification rewards Italian language skills and knowledge through student-focused assessment.  With appealing content and opportunities to gain greater understanding of other cultures, it can prepare students to become well-informed and effective communicators.  



	AS Units

61NO1

61NO2
	Content

Unit 1:  Spoken expression and response in Italian.  The assessment has two sections.

Section A:  Four set questions in Italian on a topic chosen by the student.

Section B:  Discussion on the student’s chosen topic.

Unit 2:  Understanding and written response in Italian.  The assessment has three sections.

Section A:  Listening.   

Section B:  Reading comprehension in English and Italian.

Section C:  Written report/letter or article based on a short Italian stimulus.

	A2 Units

61NO3

61NO4
	Content

Unit 3:  Understanding and spoken response in Italian.  Students will outline a chosen issue and defend and justify the position taken.  There will be further discussion of two unpredictable areas.

Unit 4:  Research, understanding and written response in Italian.  The assessment has three sections.

Section A:  Short translation into Italian.

Section B:  An Italian language essay from a choice of seven questions.

Section C:  Research based essay in Italian linked to culture and/or society of an Italian language country or community.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Teaching is via a combination of conversations in the language, written exercises, listening to the language and reading practice. Assessment is by a combination of written/speaking and listening examinations as well as reading comprehension. There is one hour per week with an Italian native speaker to practise conversation skills. The Modern Languages Department encourages students to avail of any opportunities to travel or study abroad.


Music (CCEA)

	A level Music offers the opportunity to develop performing, composing and listening skills developed at GCSE level. The course will also introduce students to a wide variety of music, but students are also expected to do their own performing and composing and there is a considerable amount of freedom in choosing the style, genre and repertoire.

	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:  Making and Appraising Music 1

Students should select one of the following options:

Option A:  core solo or ensemble performance and composition task.

Option B:  core solo or ensemble performance and multi-tracking task.

Option C:  core solo or ensemble performance and sequenced arrangement task.

Option D:  core composition task and solo or ensemble performance.   

Unit 2:  Responding to Music 1

Test of aural perception lasting one hour.  Written examination lasting 75 minutes. 


	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 1:  Making and Appraising Music 2

Students should select one of the following options:

Option A:  core solo or ensemble performance and composition task.

Option B:  core solo or ensemble performance and multi-tracking task.

Option C:  core solo or ensemble performance and sequenced arrangement task.

Option D:  core composition task and solo/ensemble performance.
Unit 2

Test or aural perception lasting one hour.  Written examination lasting 90 minutes.



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Teaching is by listening to set works, reading about the history of music and includes the use of music technology in composition/sequencing. There is also a practical examination which students will work for in their own time. Assessment is by examination, performance and coursework, as outlined above. 


Physical Education

	The Physical Education course enables students to:

· focus on a theory and practical activities throughout the course.
· experience and develop an interest in a variety of roles such as performer, official and leader/coach.

· build on their experiences from Key Stage 3 and 4 and GCSE to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the factors that affect performance and participation in sport and physical activity.

· evaluate and discuss contemporary developments in sport, such as the impact of new technology sport specific rehabilitation and the use of ergogenic aids.



	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:  Theory Section

Opportunity for, and the effects of, leading a healthy and active lifestyle; relating to
· Aspects of physiology, psychology and biomechanics

· Skill acquisition

· Opportunities for participation

Unit 2:   Practical Section

· Develop and improve own performance in a minimum of two sport related roles (performer, coach, official) – two different roles or the same role twice in two different activities.
· Analyse own performance or that of others

· Refine and apply skills in isolation and in modified games/competitions.

	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 3: Theory Section

· Applied physiology to optimise performance

· Psychological aspects that optimise performance

· Evaluation of contemporary influences in sport

Unit 4: Practical Section and Coursework.
· Perform, observe, analyse and evaluate own performance or that of another in one role (performer, coach, official).  Compare performance to elite athlete.
· Use knowledge and understanding from theory section to identify weaknesses and consider appropriate techniques for correction.
· Perform in a fully competitive game/situation



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	P E is taught via a combination of theory and practical sessions.

Theory is assessed through group discussion, independent research, assessment booklets and written examinations/class tests. 
Practical is assessed through performance via video evidence and competitions. This requires student commitment and participation at extra-curricular and club level.



· Knowledge of Biology at GCSE Level would be an advantage to the students.
Physics (CCEA)

	The study of Physics develops an understanding of how the physical world works and establishes links between theory and experiment. Students explore, among other work, the properties of motion, nuclear physics, energy transfer and electricity. The course develops an awareness of how advances in science and technology affect the world.



	AS Units
	Content

Module 1:  Forces, Energy and Electricity – physical quantities and units, laws of motion and energy, current electricity.  

Module 2:  Waves, Photons and Medical Physics – waves, sound and hearing, lenses and the eye, CT scanning and MRI, Quantum Physics.

Module 3:

Practical skills in the laboratory.

AS1:AAY11

AS2:AAY12

AS3: AAY13



	A2 Units
	Content

Module 4:

Momentum, thermal physics, circular motion, oscillations and Atomic and Nuclear Physics – nuclear decay, nuclear energy and E = MC2, Nuclear Fission and Fusion.

Module 5:  Fields and their applications – gravitational and electric fields, capacitors, magnetic fields, particle accelerators and fundamental particle physics. 

Module 6:

Experimental and investigative skills.

A21:AAY21

A22:AAY22

A23:AAY23



	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	The course is taught through classroom work as well as practical work in the laboratory, carrying out experiments. Assessment is by a combination of written examinations and assessed practical work. There is no coursework.


 Religious Studies (CCEA)

	A level Religious Studies considers the fundamental questions of human life: existence, morality, suffering, faith, experience etc and the ethical and philosophical aspects relating to such issues.



	AS Units
	Content

Unit 1:  This unit explores a number of themes and principles that are fundamental to religious ethics: foundations, natural law, situation ethics, bio-ethics, sexuality and life and death issues.  In addition, at AS level candidates are required to explore the relationship of this unit with other aspects of human experience.

Unit 2:  This unit explores a number of introductory themes in the philosophy of religion: arguments for and against the existence of God, religious claims to revelation, and the nature of religious experience and the support it gives to religion.  In addition, at AS level, candidates are required to explore the relationship of this unit with other aspects of human experience.



	A2 Units
	Content

Unit 3:  This unit explores the contrasts and similarities between religious and non-religious ethics across a range of issues: human rights, environmental ethics, war and peace issues and the ethics of human punishment.  In addition, candidates are required to explore connections in this unit with another area of study and other aspects of human experience.

Unit 4:  This unit explores a number of critical philosophical issues that are relevant to a philosophical assessment of religious belief.  Key themes include: Religion and Science, Religion and Psychology, Religion and competing ideologies, Religion and morality and Relationships between religions.  In addition, candidates are required to explore connections in this unit with another area of study and other aspects of human experience.   

	How is this subject taught and assessed?
	Teaching is mainly classroom based learning and discussion.  Additional reading using a variety of sources (optional) is required and is directed as part of learning.  Assessment is by TWO externally assessed papers at both AS level and TWO externally assessed written papers at A2 level.


VICTORIA COLLEGE BELFAST

Cranmore Park, Belfast, BT9 6JA

Tel No: 028 90661506   Fax No: 028 90666898

(incorporating Richmond Lodge School)

CRITERIA FOR INTERNAL TRANSFER INTO YEAR 13

IN SEPTEMBER 2011

1.
For internal entry to Sixth Form applicants should have a good record of attendance and behaviour and have indicated by their attitude that they would probably derive benefit from the courses and activities of the Sixth Form curriculum offered at Victoria College.  

The majority of students will study 3/4 subjects at ‘AS’ Level. Progression to Year 14 will be dependent on the student achieving a minimum of a D grade in the AS for the subjects that they are taking forward to A2. 

 The minimum academic criteria are as follows:

(i)
A minimum of 7 GCSEs at grade C or higher to include English and Mathematics.

(ii)
In the first instance pupils with 16 points or higher will be admitted.  Thereafter if places are available pupils will be admitted on a descending scale to a minimum of 12 points, in which case the marks attained will be decisive.#

(iii)
A grade A or a grade B in each subject or allied subject proposed for ‘AS’ Level as indicated in the Sixth Form subject choice booklet.

(iv)
In the event of a class being oversubscribed, priority will be given to those girls who have taken the subject to GCSE level and the mark attained.  In the case of a subject which is not offered at GCSE, the mark in an allied subject will be the determining factor.

These criteria may be enhanced.

Consideration will be given to any medical or other problem that may have temporarily affected a student’s academic performance. This would need to be supported by appropriate documentary evidence.

The number of places available for external applicants will be dependent on the number of existing pupils progressing to the Sixth Form (Years 13 and 14).

2.
Special consideration will be given to an applicant who fails to meet the above criteria for a reason which the Headmistress considers to be substantial, but who would probably benefit from the academic courses provided and be able to contribute positively to the life of the College.

3.  In accordance with the Secondary Schools (Admissions Criteria) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995, a number of places will be reserved for boarders.  The criteria for admission to day places will be applied to applications for admission to the Boarding Department.  However a criterion of boarding need may have precedence over all other criteria, provided that the Headmistress is satisfied that the applicant would probably benefit from a grammar school education.

4.  These criteria will also apply to applicants for admission to Year 13 after the beginning of the school year, where the number of such applicants is more than the number of places available.

#
For the purpose of calculating an applicant's score, grade A* = 4 points, grade A = 3 points, grade B = 2 points and grade C = 1 point.

For a short course GCSE the points awarded in that subject are halved.
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