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	Voluntary Grammar School

Non-denominational Girls’ Grammar

With Boarding, Preparatory & Playgroup Departments

Age Range: 3-18

Enrolment September 2011: 870 

Approved Admissions No for 2012: 130

Approved Enrolment No for 2012: 870

	Headmistress: Ms P Slevin  BA MEd PGCE PQH             

Chairman of the Board of Governors:  Dr Bryan Gregory BSc PhD CEng MICE MIEI FCIWM FGS

	To Parents/Guardians naming Victoria College Belfast as a preference on your child’s Transfer Form.                      



	Entrance Test Results

As in the past three years, Victoria College will use the percentile rank awarded to applicants who have taken the GL assessment or the AQE assessment. In Section C of the Transfer Form parents should provide details of the candidate number1 issued to their daughter by AQE and/or GLA when she registered for the assessment.

An original copy of the results issued by AQE or GLA (or both where an applicant has sat both assessments) should be attached to the Transfer Form.

Special Circumstances and/or Special Provision

Parents or guardians making a claim for a child to be considered under Special Circumstances or Special Provision should note paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 in the detailed Admissions Criteria for Entry into Year 8 below and ensure that all necessary details are provided to the College.

It is the responsibility of parents and guardians to ensure that any information relevant to an application for Special Circumstances or Special Provision is included in the appropriate claim form for GL Assessment or AQE and attached to the Transfer Form.  

	

	Open Morning - Saturday 28th January 2012 - 10.00am-1.00pm

The Headmistress will speak to visitors in the Cranmore Assembly Hall at 

10.00am, 11.15am and again at 12.30 pm


INTRODUCTION

Victoria College founded in 1859, is a leading day and boarding school for girls which provides an outstanding educational experience for every girl.  Results at GCSE and A-level are consistently above the Northern Ireland average and girls are inspired and challenged to realise their full potential and the dedicated teaching staff in the College are committed to meeting the needs of all pupils.  Pupils come from a wide variety of backgrounds in Northern Ireland and from abroad, adding to the diversity of school life and the educational experience for both pupils and staff is enhanced through partnerships with schools at home and abroad and through a wide range of educational trips and visits each year.  School uniform is compulsory for all pupils.

CAMPUS

The College is situated between the Lisburn and Malone Roads in extensive mature grounds in South Belfast and is convenient to town and country bus routes and the local railway network. The College is based on two sites and Year 8 and 9 pupils are accommodated on the Richmond Campus which ensures an easy transition from primary to post-primary school. 

FACILITIES

The College offers a wide range of facilities including a careers suite, excellent ICT facilities with interactive whiteboards available in most classrooms, a sixth form centre, well resourced libraries and specialist technology and language facilities. Pupils in the College have access on site to excellent sporting facilities. As well as an indoor swimming pool, there are two hockey pitches with a pavilion, two netball courts, four astro turf tennis courts and two gymnasiums ensuring all year round sporting provision.  An exciting range of sports is offered and pupils also avail of facilities in local leisure centres for fitness training and indoor sport.

ACHIEVEMENT and AWARDS

Victoria College holds the Investor in People award and received the BECTA award for excellence in the use of ICT in 2010. The importance of the international dimension in the curriculum has been recognised with the prestigious British Council International School Award and the College was also designated as a Specialist School for Science in 2009. 

PASTORAL CARE

High academic achievement is underpinned by a supportive pastoral system and a genuine community spirit. We are committed to promoting a caring ethos where the needs of the pupils are paramount and where good relationships across the school are encouraged. Core values of respect, tolerance and understanding are promoted so that all girls develop as responsive and responsible citizens. All pupils are encouraged to achieve their personal best and celebration of achievement is central to the ethos of the school. The work of the pastoral team within the College has been recognised as outstanding by ETI and the structure, involving Form Tutors, Heads of Year and Heads of Section led by the Deputy Head and Assistant Principals, provides a safe and secure environment where the welfare of the pupils is central.

CAREERS EDUCATION ADVICE INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE (CEIAG)

A comprehensive Careers (CEAIG) programme is embedded in the curriculum and each girl is given the support she needs to become a life-long learner, able to make informed choices and decisions. Pupils have access to expert advice from experienced staff and they attend a wide variety of Careers events both inside and outside of school. Sixth form pupils attend Open Days at universities and are guided and supported in their UCAS applications and interviews with Careers staff helping pupils make appropriate choices of GCSE and A level subjects in relation to ability, performance, choice of further or higher education and future career plan.

CURRICULUM

A broad and balanced curriculum is offered to all pupils taking account of individual strengths and interests. 

Key Stage 3; Years 8,9,10

Pupils have the opportunity to study a wide range of subjects all taught by specialist teachers including Art, Music, Drama, PE, French, German, Italian, Spanish, English, English Literature, Mathematics, Technology, Latin, Home Economics, Science, ICT, RE, Geography, History and Learning for Life and Work. Physics, Chemistry and Biology are taught as three separate subjects in Year 10. While most subjects are delivered in un-streamed sets, English and Mathematics are streamed from Year 8 following base line testing.

Key Stage 4: Years 11 and 12

Pupils can choose from 24 subjects at GCSE: Additional Mathematics, Art & Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Drama, English, English Literature, French, Geography, German, History, Home Economics, Italian, ICT, Latin, Law, Mathematics, Music, Physics, PE, RE, Spanish, Technology & Design.  All pupils also complete a level 2 certificate in Learning for Life and Work, and have access to a full PE and Games programme.   

Key Stage 5: Years 13 and 14

At AS and A2 level all the above courses are offered along with Classical Civilisation, Further Mathematics, Government & Politics and Health & Social Care. Sixth form pupils also benefit from Careers Guidance, PE, a comprehensive Enrichment programme, Level 3 certification in Key Skills, OCR examinations in Word Processing, the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness and the ASPIRE leadership programme. 

The College is an active member of the South Belfast Area Learning Community and additional GCSE, AS and A2 courses may be accessed in collaboration with other schools in the ALC. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

An extensive range of extra curricular activities is offered to pupils both during the school day and after school. All pupils are encouraged to be enterprising and innovative and to participate fully in the life of the College, becoming involved in decision-making through the school councils and taking on responsibility in roles which will allow them to develop self-confidence, self esteem, leadership qualities and the ability to work with others so that they can develop as leaders of the future.

FEES

Only those pupils who are not resident in Northern Ireland and who are non E.C. nationals will be required to pay tuition fees.

A Capital fee, currently £140.00 per annum, is charged in regard to all pupils.

RESPECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND THE HEADMISTRESS IN RELATION TO ADMISSIONS TO THE SCHOOL

Applications for admission to Victoria College are dealt with by the Headmistress, acting on authority delegated by the Board of Governors and in accordance with the published criteria of the College. Any reference herein to the term the Board of Governors includes any Committee or Sub-Committee appointed by the Board of Governors for the purposes of applying the Admission criteria set out herein.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR ENTRY TO YEAR 8 IN SEPTEMBER 2012

The number of places available in Year 8 is limited to the admissions number set by the Department of Education for Northern Ireland and is currently 130 places. The cut off for admission will therefore be the 130th place.

For the academic year 2012 – 2013 the College will continue to use academic criteria in the first instance to select pupils. The College will consider applications from girls who have taken the entrance assessments anywhere in Northern Ireland provided by GL Assessment (GLA) or the Association for Quality Education (AQE).  

There is no requirement that an applicant should sit both the GLA and AQE entrance assessments.  However, in the case of an applicant who sits both assessments, the higher percentile rank will be used to place applicants within the appropriate Band.

The results of the entrance assessments will be provided to the College by both AQE and GLA as a percentile rank for each applicant in relation to the group which has taken that assessment in Northern Ireland in 2011. 

In applying its criteria, the College will consider the percentile rank of the applicant in the particular entrance assessment or assessments taken in order to allocate that applicant to a Band, as outlined below.

1
Applicants will be admitted in the following order:

Band I

Those whose percentile rank is 60 or above1;

Band II

Those whose percentile rank is 50-591; 

Band III

Those whose percentile rank is 40-491;

Band IV

Those whose percentile rank is 30-391;

Band V

Those whose percentile rank is 29 or below1.

2
In the event of there being more applicants within any of the above bands than places available, or should any further places remain to be filled, the criteria outlined below will apply in the order stated. 

2.1
i 
   Applicant is in the Preparatory Department of the College

ii 
Sister of the applicant attends or has attended Victoria College1

2.2
The remaining applicants within the band containing the 130th applicant will be placed in rank order based on the percentile rank awarded (higher percentile ranks will precede lower percentile ranks).  In the event of equality of percentile order the criteria below will then be applied in the following order.

i
Applicant is the first born girl in the family1
ii
Sister of the applicant is accepted for the Secondary department of the College for the forthcoming academic year1

iii
Brother of the applicant attends RBAI or other single sex school

iv
Applicant is entitled to Free School Meals1

(Definition of Free School Meals (FSM): A child who is listed on the ELB/ESA register as entitled to FSM at the date on which their parent/guardian signs the Transfer Form or at any date prior to and including 9 May 2012.)

v
Applicant attends a Primary School which is a recognised feeder school to the College1. A recognised feeder school is one from which any pupils have transferred to Victoria College over the preceding three year period. Feeder schools will be ranked according to the average number of pupils who have transferred from each contributory school to Victoria College over the preceding three years, those with higher numbers having precedence.  (The primary schools from which pupils were admitted during the preceding three year period are listed below.2)

In the event of there being any remaining places the following additional criterion will be used:

2.3
Distance of the applicant’s home1 from the main entrance at Cranmore Park as the crow flies, measured on a map, those closer having precedence. Home will be taken to mean the pupil’s address as it appears on the Transfer Application Form.

3
Notwithstanding the above, as the College has a Boarding Department, up to 8 places may be offered to boarders. The criteria for admission to day places (paragraphs 1 and 2 above) will be applied in the same order to applicants to the Boarding Department save that a criterion of boarding need may have precedence over all other criteria.

4
Special Provision1

As an exception to the requirements of Paragraph 1 an applicant may request Special Provision, where the applicant

· has received more than half her education outside Northern Ireland;* or

· had entered for but was unable to sit any of the entrance assessments due to unforeseen and serious medical or other problems which are supported by appropriate evidence;* or

· wishes to transfer to a grammar school from a school outside Northern Ireland.**

*Applicants who wish to be considered for Special Provision for either of the first two reasons outlined above should complete the necessary form, obtainable from the College or from AQE stating the precise reason why they believe the applicant is eligible for consideration under Special Provision. This should be forwarded to the College with appropriate evidence as outlined in paragraph 6. Such applications should be received by 12 noon on 7 March 2012.

** Applicants wishing to transfer from a school outside Northern Ireland should be aware that the Belfast Education and Library Board may not process forms after 9 May 2012. Such applicants should therefore endeavour to provide the College with all necessary information relating to Special Provision by 12 noon on 25 April 2012.

The College will assess the applicant’s academic ability by using accredited assessments including information supplied by the parents (see paragraph 6). The College may also request that an assessment of the applicant’s academic capacity, carried out by a suitably qualified person or body, be provided. Thereafter, if necessary, the application will be assessed in accordance with the criteria in paragraph 2.

NB Late Applicants

Those wishing to transfer from a school outside Northern Ireland who apply for a place after 29 May 2012 will be treated on the same basis as those who applied before that date, subject to the agreement of the Department of Education to an increase in the Admissions Number for this purpose.

5 
Special Circumstances1
Claims for Special Circumstances will be considered by the College where medical or other problems may have affected performance in the entrance assessment. A sub-committee of the Board of Governors will consider Special Circumstances and Special Provision. Decision-making powers have been delegated by the full Board of Governors to this sub-committee who will make an educational judgement in relation to all material provided by a parent. The Band allocated to the applicant will be based on the decision reached by this sub-committee.

In the case of special circumstances applications the following information should be provided on the appropriate form or attached to the Transfer Form to enable the College to arrive at a decision:

· Independent documentary evidence based on medical examination of the medical condition or other circumstances relied on contemporaneous with the date(s) of the entrance assessments.

· Evidence of the applicant’s academic capacity (see Paragraph 6).

NB Applicants should note that if a claim for Special Circumstances is made in respect of matters for which Special Access arrangements have been granted the College will take into account the fact that the applicant was granted Special Access.

6 Evidence of the applicant’s academic capacity1
Evidence of the applicant’s academic capacity may be demonstrated by the provision of information such as:

· the results of any standardised tests in English and Mathematics conducted in P5, P6 and P7;

· copies of school reports for P5, P6 and P7;

· the attainments of the applicant by comparison with other pupils in the class group;

· records of strengths or weaknesses in the applicant’s performance either generally or in specific subject areas in comparison with other pupils in the class group;

· an educational psychologist’s report.

Note 1
Verification of Information

As the College has a duty to verify information please note that applicants may be required to produce evidence confirming the accuracy of the information contained within the application.  This includes information related to the Criteria for Admissions and for any claim in relation to Special Circumstances or Special Provision.  Where such information is required it is indicated thus: 1. The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide verifying documents according to the required deadline may result in either the withdrawal of a place or the College being unable to offer a place.

Note 2
The schools listed below are the primary schools which sent pupils to Victoria College in the previous three years, ranked in accordance with the actual number of pupils so sent, but so that a pupil from the school named at paragraph 2.2(v).1 will be admitted before a pupil from the school named at paragraph 2.2(v).2, and so on.  

	2.2(v).1
	Victoria College Preparatory Department

	2.2(v).2
	St Bride's Primary School

	2.2(v).3
	Stranmillis Primary School

	2.2(v).4
	Downshire Primary School, Hillsborough

	2.2(v).5
	Cairnshill Primary School

	2.2(v).6
	Cavehill Primary School

	2.2(v).7
	Finaghy Primary School

	2.2(v).8=
	Academy Primary School

	2.2(v).8=
	Strandtown Primary School

	2.2(v).8=
	Downey House Preparatory School

	2.2(v).10=
	Glenwood Primary School

	2.2(v).12=
	Belvoir Park Primary School

	2.2(v).12=
	Fullerton House Preparatory School

	2.2(v).12=
	Harmony Hill Primary School

	2.2(v).12=
	Loughview Integrated School

	2.2(v).12=
	St Anne’s Primary School

	2.2(v).17=
	Carryduff Primary School

	2.2(v).17=
	Fane Street Primary School

	2.2(v).17=
	Springhill Primary School

	2.2(v).17=
	St Colman’s Primary School, Lambeg

	2.2(v).17=
	St Ita’s Primary School

	2.2(v).17=
	Templepatrick Primary School

	2.2(v).23=
	Alexander Dickson Primary School

	2.2(v).24=
	Cranmore Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).24=
	Strathearn Preparatory School

	2.2(v).24=
	Wallace High Preparatory School

	2.2(v).27=
	Andrews Memorial Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Cregagh Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Friends School Preparatory

	2.2(v).27=
	Glencraig Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Holywood Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Seaview Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Spa Primary School

	2.2(v).27=
	Sullivan Upper Preparatory School

	2.2(v).27=
	Whiteabbey Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Acorn Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Ballyholme Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Botanic Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Braniel Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Down High Preparatory School

	2.2(v).36=
	Forth River Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Killinchy Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Kings Park Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Leadhill Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Ligoniel Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Millennium Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Moira Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Mossley Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Pond Park Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Rosetta Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Spires Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Towerview Primary School, Bangor

	2.2(v).36=
	Waringstown Primary School

	2.2(v).36=
	Wheatfield Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Abercorn Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Abbotts Cross Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Ballycloghan Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Ballymacward Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Ballynahinch Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Ben Madigan Preparatory School

	2.2(v).55=
	Bloomfield Collegiate Preparatory School

	2.2(v).55=
	Brooklands Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Carnmoney Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Carr Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Carr’s Glen Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Cedar Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Comber Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Connor House Preparatory School

	2.2(v).55=
	Cygnet House Preparatory, Bangor

	2.2(v).55=
	Donegall Road Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Drumlins Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Forge Integrated Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Gilnahirk Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Grange Park Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Hazelwood Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Holy Child Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Holy Rosary Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Knockbreda Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Loanends Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Londonderry Primary School, Newtownards

	2.2(v).55=
	Loughries Primary School, Newtownards

	2.2(v).55=
	Lowwood Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Maghaberry Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Mallusk Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Millisle Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Newtownbreda Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Oakwood Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Our Lady Queen of Peace Primary

	2.2(v).55=
	Rathmore Primary School, Bangor

	2.2(v).55=
	Riverdale Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Aloysius Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Bernard’s Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St John the Baptist Girls’ School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Joseph’s Primary School, Crumlin

	2.2(v).55=
	St Kevin’s Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Mary’s Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Michael’s Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	St Therese of Lisieux Primary School

	2.2(v).55=
	Victoria Primary School, Carrickfergus

	2.2(v).55=
	Whitehouse Primary School


Applications and Admissions

	Year
	Admissions No
	Total  Applications 

All Preferences
	Total Admission

	2009/10
	130
	202
	130

	2010/11
	130
	199
	131

	2011/12
	130
	183
	130
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