VICTORIA COLLEGE BELFAST

  Cranmore Park  Belfast  BT9 6JA

    Tel No: 028 90661506  Fax No: 028 90666898

(incorporating Richmond Lodge School)
ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR YEARS 9 - 12 AND POST-GCSE 2011
Years 9-12:

1.
Admission to any year group will be governed by the availability of places within that year group, class sizes including practical class sizes and the College’s planned allocation and usage of staff, accommodation and other resources.  Admission to the College at any other year will depend on the applicant's ability to benefit from the academic and creative life of the College.  

2.
In the event of being oversubscribed with applicants for any year group the following criteria will apply:

2.1 
(i)
Applicant attended the Preparatory Department of the College.


(ii)
Sister of the applicant attends the College.


(iii)
Sister of the applicant is accepted for the Secondary Department of the College for the forthcoming academic year.

2.2
(i)
Applicant is the first born girl in the family.

(ii)
Applicant is a child of a permanent member of the staff of the College.

2.3
(i)
Mother of the applicant attended Victoria College or Richmond Lodge School (name and date of attendance to be supplied).


(ii)
Sister of the applicant attended Victoria College or Richmond Lodge School (name and date of attendance to be supplied).


(iii)
Grandmother of the applicant attended Victoria College or Richmond Lodge School (name and date of attendance to be supplied).



(iv)
Aunt of the applicant attended Victoria College or Richmond Lodge School (name and date of attendance to be supplied).


(v)
Brother is/was at RBAI Preparatory School (Inchmarlo) or the Senior School.

Post-GCSE/Sixth Form:
1.
For external entry to Sixth Form applicants should have a good record of attendance and behaviour and have indicated by their attitude that they would probably derive benefit from the courses and activities of the Sixth Form curriculum offered at Victoria College.  The majority of students will study 3/4 subjects at AS Level.  The minimum academic criteria are as follows:

(i)
A minimum of 7 GCSEs at grade C or higher to include English and Mathematics.

(ii)
In the first instance pupils with 16 points or higher will be admitted.  Thereafter if places are available pupils will be admitted on a descending scale to a minimum of 12 points, in which case the marks attained will be decisive.#
(iii)
A grade B or above in each subject or allied subject proposed for ‘AS’ Level. Details of any exceptions to this standard will be found in the Sixth Form Subject Choices Booklet.

(iv)
In the event of a class being oversubscribed, priority will be given to those girls who have taken the subject to GCSE level and the mark attained.  In the case of a subject which is not offered at GCSE, the mark in an allied subject will be the determining factor.

These criteria may be enhanced. The number of places available for external applicants will be dependent on the number of existing pupils progressing to the Sixth Form (Years 13 and 14). Priority for entry to Year 13 will be given to pupils already enrolled at Victoria College who have attained the minimum GCSE grades and points.

Consideration will be given to any medical or other problem that may have temporarily affected a student’s academic performance. This would need to be supported by appropriate documentary evidence.

Applicants should note that pupils in Year 13 are expected to study 3 or 4 subjects at AS level. Progression to Year 14 will be dependent on the student achieving a minimum of a D grade in the AS for the subjects that they are taking forward to A2. 

Please note that only in exceptional circumstances will new students be admitted to Year 14.

#
For the purpose of calculating an applicant's score, grade A* = 4 points, grade A = 3 points, grade B = 2 points and grade C = 1 point.  For a short course GCSE the points awarded in that subject are halved.
Admissions Procedure – Years 9-12 and Post-GCSE:
1.
Other things being equal, and subject to the availability of places, preference will be given to applicants for Year 13, then to those for Year 11, then Year 10, then Year 9.  Except in special circumstances, new pupils will not be admitted to Year 12  or Year 14.

2.
Special consideration will be given to an applicant who fails to meet the above criteria for a reason which the Headmistress considers to be substantial, but who would probably benefit from the courses provided and be able to contribute positively to the life of the College.

3.
In accordance with the Secondary Schools (Admissions Criteria) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995, a number of places will be reserved for boarders.  The criteria for admission to day places will be applied to applications for admission to the Boarding Department.  However a criterion of boarding need may have precedence over all other criteria provided that the Headmistress is satisfied that the candidate would probably benefit from a grammar school education.

4..
These criteria will also apply to applicants for admission to Year 9-12 and Post-GCSE after the beginning of the school year, where the number of such applicants is more than the number of places available.

